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n	 Staff Swriter

Landless People’s Movement (LPM) 
second-in-command, Henny Seibeb is set to 
knock heads with tourism minister Pohamba 
Shifeta over claims that his executive director 
is misappropriating donor funds.
Seibeb has taken on tourism ministry 
Executive Director, Teofilus Nghitila 
accusing him of colluding with the 
Environment Investment Fund boss, 
Benedict Libanda to drill two boreholes at 
their family villages using donor funds.
 The law maker addressed this in a 
notification of questions which he is to 
post to the environment minister, Pohamba 
Shifeta, in the August House on the 7th of 
July 2022. 
“What is suspicious is that the two boreholes 
were allegedly drilled at the family villages 
of the Executive Director of the ministry 
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INTRODUCING

LELA PAY
LELA PAY is an easy to use payment and 
booking mobile app that allows you to 
send out classified adverts/messages and 
have them published in real time.

Cow lung disease spreads 
to Oshikoto, as eight 
cases are confirmed

n	 Eba Kandovazu

The ministry of Agriculture, water 
and land reform has confirmed the 
outbreak of the contagious Bovine 
Pleuropneumonia, also known as lung 
sickness, at Omutwewomedi crushpen 
in Okankolo Constituency, Oshikoto.
This follows the detection of the disease 
in Ohangwena region last month, and 
an outbreak in Kavango West region.
Ministry spokesperson, Jona Musheko, 
confirmed that a farmer at Omunda 
crushpen notified veterinary officials in 
the region after observing lung sickness 
signs in their cattle.
Musheko said this mainly involves 
coughing and that the outbreak 
investigation by veterinary officials 
established clinical signs of lung 
sickness in eight cattle. 
He said the positive tests were 
confirmed in the Windhoek Central 
Veterinary Laboratory on 27 June 2022.
“Lung sickness is mainly a disease of 
cattle and water buffalo caused by a 
bacterium Mycoplasma mycoides, a 
type of bacteria that attacks the lungs 
of susceptible animals. In Africa, lung 
sickness is known to cause greater 
losses of cattle than any other disease 
as it may result in a death rate of more 
than 50 percent. Cattle death due to 
lung sickness may be sudden. However, 
the disease often develops in a chronic 
form resulting in subsequent cattle 
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Seibeb, Shifeta 
head to head 
over alleged
“stinky donor-fund project”

of environment, forestry and tourism, Mr. 
Teofilus Nghitila on instruction and in 
collusion with the Chief Executive Officer 
(CEO) of the Environmental Investment 
Fund, Mr. Benedict Libanda.”
“The board of the EIF is seized with this 
uncalled-for transaction but is allegedly 
hampered by your authoritarian and covering 
up tendencies because all the matters are 
considered politically sensitive and as 
it involves the Executive Director, Mr. 
Nghitila, has to be solved at your level,” said 
the lawmaker addressing Shifeta.
Seibeb said he is in the know that there is 
a vicious cabal triangle which involves the 
minister, the executive director and the EIF 
CEO and that the trio has turned the EIF into 
a cash-cow.
“In this instance, the Executive Director 
used to serve in the board of the EIF, and 
has considerable inside knowledge and 

spearheaded numerous funding opportunities 
for the EIF amongst others from the Global 
Environment Facility (GEF), while the 
Executive Director has known direct links, 
connections and influence with the Swapo 
Think-Tank. The EIF CEO served on this 
partisan structure until recently,” he said.
Seibeb has asked the minister if he is able 
to institute an investigation into claims that 
Nghitila unduly influenced Libanda to drill 
the said boreholes at both family villages 
from the GEF-funded project administered 
by the EIF. He has also asked Shifeta to 
furnish the August House with the cost of the 
two boreholes.
Parliament will also have to be told whether 
Nghitila declared his conflict of interest 
when he presided over the National Project 
Steering Committee of the GEF projected 
called the Namibia Integrated

deaths over a period of time,” Musheko 
said.
According to him, humans are not 
susceptible to lung sickness, that there is 
no public health risk. 
He however cautioned the public to refrain 
from consuming the contaminated meat.
 To mitigate the spread of the disease, 
Musheko said the ministry has put up a 
complete movement restriction ban of live 
cattle, except for direct slaughter, within, 
in and out of Okankolo constituency with 
immediate effect until further notice.
“A number of roadblocks will also be 
set up at strategic points, and members 
of the public are urged to cooperate with 
the Veterinary and Police officials fully. 
Surveillance teams have been deployed 
in the region to establish the extent of 
the outbreak and farmers are requested to 
cooperate and present their livestock for 
inspection, vaccination of all cattle at risk 
against lung sickness is underway and all 
farmers are strongly urged to bring their 
cattle for vaccination,” he stressed.
Musheko added that the movement of 
cattle for direct slaughter within the 
constituency is allowed provided that they 
move under official movement permits 
and get slaughtered within 72 hours under 
veterinary supervision. He said these cattle 
should not come in close contact with 
stock not meant for slaughter at places of 
destination. 
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Dee and Amushe to face the 
judge this Tuesday

NATIONAL NEWS

Seibeb, Shifeta
Cow lung disease

n	 Staff Writer

Incarcerated political activists and agitators, 
Dimbulukeni Nauyoma and Michael 
Amushelelo, are expected to make another 
appearance at the Katutura Magistrates’ 
Court Tuesday morning as their case was 
remanded to the 5th of July 2022.
Both have been accused of incitement 
to violence after they mass-mobilized 
Windhoek residents and activists to 
shut down China Mall, considered to be 
Namibia’s heartbeat of Chinese business.
Ahead of their court appearance, a prayer 
session has been held in their owner, led by 
political advisor, Bishop Lukas Katenda.
“There are people in this country like in the 
days of the liberation (struggle) who are 
in jail or custody, you call it custody but I 
call it jail because they did nothing wrong 
but out of their own consciousness spoke 
or demonstrated that some things needed to 
change.”
“They (have) stolen no fish, no diamond, 
they   own no land by dubious means, they 
did not get fat salaries from the state coffers. 
All they did was to express their anger and 
disquiet about certain issues. They were 
arrested before our eyes. They are as I speak 
in custody and the state has no urgency 
whatsoever to resolve the matter, whether 
with courts or by negotiations.”
“One of such people is our own Dimbulukeni 
Nauyoma. The arrest of activists, whether 
then or now, is but an indicator that the worst 
is yet to come. True leaders are first arrested 
but I declare now, let justice roll down like 

Landscape Approach for Enhanced 
Livelihoods and Environmental Governance 
to Eradicate Poverty (NILALEG).
“On 21 April 2022, a request was made to the 
EIF CEO that Mr. Nghitila form part of the 
Exco which is to approve the NILALGEG 
project funding request under the Small 
Grants Facility,” said Seibeb.
He has also queried whether the “UNDP 
receives regular updates on how their 
funds are being allegedly mis-spent and 
misappropriated by Libanda and Nghitila”.
Shifeta will also respond to whether these 
types of alleged acts and claims by the 
public, and conspiracies to defraud the 
state and donor funding may not have 

water and righteousness like an ever-flowing 
stream,” he said over the weekend. 
Katenda said the arrest of activists is not in 
the best interest of the public. 
In the meantime, Nauyoma and Amushelelo 
were motivated by the burning down of 
N$5 million worth of counterfeit goods by 
the Namibia Revenue Agency (Namra), 
which they construed to be an attack on local 
small-scale traders while protecting Chinese 
retailers. 
Namra has denied this adding that they will 
not be intimidated to carry out their work. 
Soon after closing down a few businesses, 
Namibian police Inspector General Sebastian 
Ndeitunga ordered the arrest of Amushelelo 
on the national broadcaster, which led to him 
handing himself over the next morning.
Nauyoma was arrested in a plume of smoke 
at China town where he had camped with a 
group of disgruntled activists the following 
day.
Their arrest has been interpreted by some as 
politically motivated and meant to cow them 
down into silence after they toured around 
the country confronting employers over bad 
labour relations.
Due to this, the labour ministry briefly shut 
down Cheetah Cement and a few Chinese 
nationals were arrested and deported.
Amushelelo’s backing of workers at Avic, 
another Chinese construction company 
working on the airport road, resulted in 
the workers having their tax deductions 
compensated.
They had complained of being given fake 
tax documents while the taxman had no 

compromised future funding under the 
Global Environment Facility.

Seibeb has recommended for a forensic 
audit of the donor funded projects under the 
tourism and environment ministry. 
In the meantime, the LPM second in 
command informed this publication that EIF 
staffers are being harassed over the matter 
spilling into the National Assembly.
“I met secretly a board member and I was 
told in confidence that EIF Board rejected 
the two borehole submissions by Nghitila 
but Libanda went ahead because he enjoyed 
support from former board chair Teo 
Nghitila.”
“The dark networks of criminal cabal 
masquerading as public servants and ethical 

powerful politicians have unleashed national 
intelligence service to institute clandestine 
investigations and operations to frame 
innocent board members and certain staff 
members with a determined effort to cause 
them to lose their jobs, make the working 
environment unbearable for them. This is 
abuse of power and trust the people have 
invested in public institutions,” he said via 
a note. 
But the minister said he is ready to furnish 
the August House with a detailed report of 
the project, while beating back against claims 
that it has been pervaded by corruption and 
collusion. 
“I was out, I just heard about it, I did not 
see that list of questions. I am supposed to 

“Transmission of the disease occurs 
through direct contact between infected 
and susceptible animals through inhaling 
droplets disseminated by coughing. 
Chronically infected cattle carry and spread 
the disease without showing signs of illness 
for longer periods of time. Treatment of 
affected animals with antibiotics can result 
in healthy looking animals that are still 
infected and able to spread the disease, so 
it is not recommended,” he said.
Farmers can detect the virus when animals 
show signs of coughing and nasal discharges, 
painful, rapid, increased and difficult 
breathing, poor body movement and infected 
cattle often are reluctant to move and graze 
poorly, Musheko said. 

 

records of them paying tax. 
Amushelelo and Nauyoma had been and 
continue to operate under the aegis of the 
Namibia Economic Freedom Fighters 
(NEFF) which has led demos against Chinese 
businesses evading tax and importing fakes. 

 

All they 
did was 

to express 
their anger 
and disquiet 
about certain 
issues. They 

were arrested 
before our 

eyes. 

get those questions but today I had a lot of 
meetings. Members of the public or anyone 
has a right, but apart from sending questions 
to the opposition they can also come to 
the office, doors are open, no one is being 
harassed.”
“But sometimes people turn rumours into 
questions. It is very difficult to answer 
rumours and people are not trying to open 
up. But we have the statistics of what 
happened, what transpired, we will be able to 
give those. To blame people to say they are 
what is also sometimes not proper,” he said. 
The minister refused to comment on a report 
that the country’s spy agency has opened a 
probe into Nghitila saying intelligence related 
matters were not for public consumption. 
He has also suggested that Seibeb’s queries 
could be purely “political questions”. 
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Ganja activist 
wants compensation 
for jail birds 

Dee and Amushe to face the 
judge this Tuesday

US Dollar dominance 
being tested like never 
before

NATIONAL NEWS

n	 Justicia Shipena

 Ganja Users of Namibia (GUN) president, 
Brian Jaftha, says they would like those 
imprisoned because of cannabis to be 
compensated as the push continues for 
Namibia to investigate the possibility of 
issuing licences for the commercial growth 
of medicinal cannabis.  
 According to Jaftha, it is going to be 
difficult for people to make money out of the 
controversial plant at the back of dozens who 
have been incarcerated.
 "Before we do that, we want those people 
to be released from jail, those who have 
suffered from it to be compensated," he said.
He said the government should also consider 
the cultural and traditional leadership and 
citizenry who were at the fore-front fighting 
for recreational and private use of cannabis.
In some countries where cannabis has 
been legalised for commercial farming and 
exports, poor people have been left out due 
to the costly nature of acquiring permits. 
 As a result, a few users have benefited from 
the legalization of the plant despite years of 
activism, lobbying and incarceration.
Bloomberg has reported that in Zimbabwe 
which has a population of 15 million people 
for instance, only 57 foreign and local 
entities have been licensed to grow medicinal 
cannabis as from 2021. 
"We want the government to consider the 
poor on this,” Jaftha stamped. 
So far, available statistics show that countries 
that have legalized the recreational use 
of cannabis are Canada, Georgia, Malta, 
Mexico, South Africa, Thailand, and 

n	 Nghiinomenwa Erastus

A combination of economic, geopolitical, 
and technological forces is shaking the 
international monetary system order, leaving 
an open question on dominance of the US 
Dollar as the preferred medium of trade.
In his contribution to the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) June issue of Finance 
and Development Magazine, Professor of 
Economist Eswar Prasad analysed whether 
the current forces will knock the US dollar 
off its pedestal as the dominant international 
currency.
The US dollar has been the dominant 
currency in global trade for much of the 
post–World War II period.
Emergence of digital money, Russia and 
China moves, changes in the foreign 
exchange markets, the utilisation of the 
dollar in western sanctions and others are 
some of the forces that are testing the dollar 
dominance.
“How these forces play out will have major 
ramifications for the evolution of the world 
order, because financial power is a key 
element of soft power,” wrote Prasad.
Nearly 60% of the world’s central banks' 
foreign exchange reserves, essentially their 
rainy-day funds, are invested in dollar-
denominated assets. 
Almost all commodity contracts, including 
those for oil, are priced and settled in dollars. 
The dollar is used to denominate and 
settle a majority of international financial 
transactions.
Foreign investors, including central banks, 
hold nearly $8 trillion in US government 
debt. 
Overall US financial obligations to the rest 
of the world total $53 trillion, and this give 
headaches to all those who lend to the USA 
if the dollar keeps losing value.
The economic professor explained that the 
pre-eminence of the dollar gives the United 
States considerable power and influence. 
And because transactions entail the use of 
the dollar and invariably involve the US 
banking system, the US government can 
severely punish countries, such as Iran and 
Russia, by imposing sanctions that limit their 
access to global finance. 
It also means that the fiscal and monetary 
policies of the US government affect the rest 
of the world because they influence the value 
of the dollar. 
And it allows the United States to punch well 
above its weight in global GDP and trade, 
which has long rankled US rivals and allies 
alike. Prasad, however, warned that changes 
are underway that could undermine this 
supremacy.
According to his assessment raw US 
economic dominance is shrinking- the US 
economy now accounts for about 25% of 
global GDP (at market exchange rates), 
down from 30% in 2000.
The professor indicated that the emergence 
of digital currencies, both private and official, 
is shaking up domestic and international 
finance. 
Considering international payments- they 
involve multiple currencies, payment 
systems operating on diverse protocols, and 
institutions governed by varying regulations. 
As a result, cross-border payments have 
tended to be slow, expensive, and difficult to 
track in real time. 
New technologies spawned by the 
cryptocurrency revolution now make for 
cheaper and practically instantaneous 
payment and settlement of transactions.
Even central banks are getting into the game, 
using the new technologies to increase 
the efficiency of payment and settlement 
mechanisms for cross-border transactions by 
their domestic financial institutions.
China has been making advances in 

Uruguay, plus 19 states, 2 territories, and the 
District of Columbia in the United States and 
the Australian Capital Territory in Australia.
Further data shows that an estimated 
147 million people, 2.5% of the world 
population, consume cannabis while at the 
same time abuse has grown more rapidly 
than cocaine and opiate abuse.
According to the World Health Organisation 
(WHO) in January 2019 director general, 
Dr. Tedros Ghebreyesus, made a series of 
recommendations to the United Nations 
(UN)  to update the scope of control of 
cannabis and cannabis-related substances. 
“These new recommendations reflect the 
emerging therapeutic role of cannabis-based 
medicines whilst continuing to prevent 
diversion, misuse, and other public-health 
related harms that may arise from cannabis 
use,” said the global health body.  
Jaftha has reiterate that cannabis use and 
legalization has now become a trend all over 
the world. 
“It is only that we have to do it better than 
other countries. Legalisation doe not mean 
that it will be everyone smoking. It is a word 
for regulating. The whole world is waiting 
for us. We will be the best because of our 
geographic location. That is why you find 
so many black markets, it is because of the 
prohibition, and this causes more harm than 
the substance itself," he aired.
Speaking to The Villager on Monday, health 
executive director, Ben Nangombe, said the 
inquiry they have made so far is related to 
the conflict of two pieces of legislation. 
"One is for the possession of cannabis and 
the other which would allow for possession 

digitizing its currency.
Prasad indicated that a digital renminbi by 
itself will not shift the balance of power 
among major currencies.
 After all, most international payments are 
already digital.
Rather, it is China’s Cross-Border Interbank 
System (CIPS), which can communicate 
directly with other countries’ payment 
systems, that will enhance the renminbi’s 
role as an international payment currency.
These developments will alleviate payment-
related frictions in international trade, 
because quicker settlement reduces risks 
from exchange rate volatility.
Changes are also afoot in foreign exchange 
markets. 
He indicated that transactions between pairs 
of emerging market currencies are becoming 
easier as financial markets and payment 
systems mature. 
Typically, converting such currencies to 
dollars, and vice versa, has been easier 
and cheaper than exchanging them for one 
another. 
But China and India, for example, will soon 
no longer need to exchange their respective 
currencies for dollars to conduct trade 
cheaply. 
Rather, exchanging renminbi for rupees 
directly will become cheaper.
Consequently, the reliance on ‘vehicle 
currencies’, particularly the dollar, will 
decline, Prasad wrote.
In tandem with these changes, the dollar’s 
primacy in the denomination of various 
transactions will decline. 
Pricing of oil contracts in dollars is less 
important, for example, if China can use 
renminbi to pay for its oil purchases from 
Russia or Saudi Arabia.
Another factor observed is the expansion in 
stocks of hard currency foreign exchange 
reserves. 
Russia’s loss of access to the bulk of its 
foreign exchange reserve as the result of 
Western sanctions imposed in response to its 
invasion of Ukraine shows that such buffers 
might be unavailable in times of dire need, 
Prasad. 
He said this has generated speculation 
that emerging market economies will 
look to other reserve assets such as gold, 
cryptocurrencies, or the renminbi as 
alternatives to government bonds issued by 
advanced economies.
On the flip side, US investors’ holdings 
of foreign assets, about $35 trillion, are 
denominated almost entirely in foreign 
currencies. Hence, an increase in the value 
of those currencies relative to the dollar 
would mean that they are worth more when 
converted into dollars. 
Thus, although the United States is a net 
debtor to the rest of the world, a fall in 
the value of its currency would result in a 
windfall to the United States and a big loss 
to the rest of the world. 
For the foreseeable future, then, even dollar 
detractors might fear a sharp fall in its value, 
leaving the world stuck in a “dollar trap.”
The upshot is that the dollar’s role as the 
dominant reserve currency will likely 
persist, even if its status as a payment 
currency erodes, which itself is uncertain, 
the professor explained.
He said the likelier prospect is a reshuffling 
of the relative importance of other currencies 
while the dollar retains its primacy.
Rather than knocking the dollar off its 
pedestal, new technologies and geopolitical 
developments might entrench its position.
But it is more likely that economic turmoil 
would result in further dollarization of 
economies, particularly if digital versions 
of such well-known currencies as the dollar 
become easily available worldwide.
 Email: erastus@thevillager.com.na

of cannabis for research purposes. We are 
awaiting a legal opinion from the attorney 
general on the two processes of legalisation, 
and once we have how the two can coexist, 
we will then take action based on the advice 
we are going to get," he said.
In the meantime, agriculture minister, Calle 
Schlettwein said he was still in the dark.
 "I am not aware of that. Although we had 
a submission in the cabinet some time ago, 
the matter was referred back to the ministry 
of health to advise on the matter., because 
we were unsure about the medicinal use of 
cannabis and how it has economic potential,” 
he said. 
Meanwhile, Cannabis and Hemp Association 
of Namibia (CHAN)'s Angela Prusa says she 
is not surprised or excited about the move 
because it shows that the government is 
looking into the amount of money they can 
make from cannabis. 
"For me, this is problematic because that is 
not why we should be considering legalising 
cannabis. Cannabis use should have the 
same rights as everyone in Namibia. They 
don't consult with the community on the 
ground. They don't make an effort to listen to 
the communities on the ground. So, there is 
no way they can accurately gauge how many 
people on the ground utilise cannabis,” she 
said. 
"This move shows that the government 
is having these conversations without the 
public's involvement and the community 
advocating for it and the user. Because we 
have seen the issues that licensing brings 
with it all over the world. Licensing will be 
afforded by those with land and the capital 
means, so it already excludes the majority."
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NATIONAL NEWS

Warning on the Wall: We Headed for a 
Recession– By Josef Kefas Sheehama

n	 Josefr Kefas Sheehama

The domestic economy remained in a 
positive trajectory in the first quarter of 2022, 
recording a growth of 5.3 percent compared 
to a decline of 4.9 percent recorded in the 
corresponding quarter of 2021, according 
to NSA. This is a good positive move, well 
done.
With the price of oil on the rise, more fuel 
hikes could be on the cards. Users of all 
grades of fuel will pay more in July when 
the Ministry of Mines and Energy adjusts the 
prices of fuels on the 06 July 2022. Therefore, 
the Ministry of Mines and Energy will 
increase the fuel price for July by N$1.88 per 
litre for petrol and N$1.34 per litre of diesel. 
With the Consumer Price Index (CPI) hitting 
5.60% in April, the Bank of Namibia poised 
to hike Interest rate by 0.50% basis points 
on the 17 August 2022. Rocketing energy 
and food costs have precipitated the worst 
cost of living crisis, with the war in Ukraine 
threatening to worsen the price shock. The 
increase in fuel prices has been noted as a 
concern for the global and local economy. 
These increases will certainly impact on 
every single Namibian given the reliance 

the country has on fuels for transportation, 
manufacturing and in the agricultural sector. 
As the economy emerged from the initial 
impact of COVID-19 and the sharpest 
decline in activities, the market looked 
towards a recovery. Therefore, a growth of 
5.3% recorded in the first quarter of 2022- 
it is not a surprise. The economic recovery 
following the pandemic has differed from 
economic recoveries of the past. This has 
thrown up unanticipated problems in supply 
chains which have been beset by bottlenecks. 
Hence, i also seen issues with labour markets, 
where companies have struggled with 
worker shortages. Bottlenecks and shortages 
have pushed inflation and salary rates remain 
constant or cut than expected.
Furthermore, we are halfway through the 
year, but markets are beginning to fear. We 
are living in a global village, in other words 
we have evolved into a globally integrated, 
fully interdependent world. Nowadays, 
globalization is a reality for businesses 
worldwide. It is important to take note that, 
Ukraine’s exports of grain and oilseeds have 
mostly stopped and Russia’s are threatened. 
Together, the two countries supply 12% of 
traded calories. Wheat prices, up 53% since 

the start of the year, jumped a further 6% on 
May 16th, after India said it would suspend 
exports because of an alarming heatwave. 
Both Russia and Ukraine are exporters of 
major commodities, and the disruptions from 
the war and sanctions have caused global 
prices to soar. Food prices have also jumped. 
Therefore, rising crude oil prices amidst 
escalating fears created by the conflict in 
Ukraine, is one of the main reasons for 
increase Namibia fuel prices.
In recent weeks, business leaders ranging 
from Elon Musk to David Solomon have 
begun sounding the alarm bell about an 
impending economic slowdown. In fact, 
CEO confidence has dipped to its lowest 
level since the beginning of the pandemic, 
according to the latest survey from the 
Conference Board, a business research 
group. The Namibians are being impacted 
by the soaring price hikes. Periods of high oil 
prices frequently lead to periods of recession 
shortly after. With oil prices rising above 
$166 because of the conflict in Ukraine, 
there are fears high oil prices combined 
with rising costs of living could lead to an 
economic slowdown end 2022. Rising oil 
prices have a significant impact on inflation. 

Higher oil prices cause a rise in the price of 
petrol, energy, and the cost of transporting all 
goods. Therefore indirectly all goods which 
are transported will see rising prices. There 
is a strong correlation between oil prices and 
inflation. 
Namibia is small country with an 
overreliance on diamonds, uranium, and 
fish. Relatively large fiscal deficits, rapidly 
rising government external debt levels and 
slipping credit ratings. Fitch Ratings (Fitch) 
downgraded Namibia’s long-term foreign 
currency credit rating to BB- and changed 
the outlook from negative to stable on 
Friday, June 24. This reflect high and rising 
government debt and exacerbated by the 
economic shock. A downgrade means that 
when Namibia needs to borrow more money, 
as it inevitably will, investors will demand 
a higher interest rate because of the lower 
creditworthiness of the country.
I tell you this not to scare you, but the 
probability range that most attribute to an 
event with a real possibility of happening. 
Therefore, if oil prices are rising, we are face 
rising living costs and our disposable income 
will not go as far leading to cut back on some 
purchases, because salaries cannot keeping 

up with inflation. With rising oil prices we 
get both higher prices and less demand, a 
situation which can lead to stagflation. Bank 
of Namibia have a target of keeping inflation 
around 4.4%, but if oil prices are contributing 
towards inflation 5.4%, then the MPC may 
feel the need to raise interest rates. Money 
will be expensive. Higher interest rates will 
slow down economic activity because higher 
rates increase the cost of borrowing and 
discourage spending and investment. The 
problem is that we already face a squeeze on 
incomes from higher oil prices, therefore the 
increase in interest rates and increased cost 
of mortgage repayments has a double effect 
of reducing spending. 
At this end, on its own, higher oil prices 
do not cause a recession. However, if 
oil prices do cause substantial inflation 
it presents policymakers with a difficult, 
increase interest rates to reduce inflation 
and further reduce demand or leave interest 
rates unchanged and accept higher inflation. 
Although higher oil prices alone do not cause 
a recession, they can be a factor that makes 
it more likely.
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Big Zuu on breaking the 
mould for cookery shows

n	 Hossam Fazulla

A group of young people 
compete on consoles in an 
air-conditioned video game 
cafe on a hot summer's day. A 
familiar scene in many Arab 

cities today, as has been the case for the past 
two decades.
Like many of his peers, this is how Eslam 
Gamal, a software engineer and a video 
game enthusiast, spent many hours of his 
youth in Cairo, Egypt - a city where pubs and 
bars are lacking.
For Eslam, fun was "reaching a higher score 
in a game like Metal Slug or working on a 
mission in a First Person Shooter (FPS) 
game such as Counter-Strike". Even so, it 
bothered Eslam that both games portrayed 
Arabs, including Egyptians, as terrorists and 
savages, "but never enough to stop playing 
these games".
Like other entertainment industries, video 
games have often committed the all-too-
familiar mistake of perpetuating stereotypes 

of Arabs.
Some adopt an older Orientalist view, in 
which Arab women are belly dancers and 
men play the flute to charm a snake or are 
seen atop a camel. Games such as Arabian 
Fight, Aladdin and the Metal Slug series 
are examples of this. While they are classic 
arcade titles, they are regaining popularity 
with many retro consoles on the market.
Other games, particularly FPS games, adopt 
the post-9/11 lens that exclusively depicts 
Arab characters as terrorists.
Surging market

Times are changing, however. As films and 
TV shows adopt a more global outlook, so 
are video games, with better representation 
of Arabs beginning to be seen in mainstream 
titles.
Altair Ibn-La'Ahad, the main protagonist of 
the Assassin's Creed series by Ubisoft, is still 
a Syrian assassin, but he has become an Arab 
hero.
Playing with an Arab character that is "not 
exaggerated or ridiculous" has transformed 

Eslam's gaming experience.
To Eslam, stereotyping in video games "is 
not only in the character design, but it is 
also in how the Arab cities and streets are 
primitive and desert-like". Many others have 
a similar experience to Eslam, so Assassin's 
Creed quickly became popular amongst 
Arab gamers.
More realistic Arab representation started 
to appear in popular video games as large 
studios took notice of the promising Arab 
market.

According to a report on the gaming market 
in Asia and the Middle East by consultants 
Niko Partners, the Arab video game industry 
was estimated at $1.7bn (£1.4bn) in 2021 
with more than 65 million players. It is 
forecast to reach $3.12bn by 2025.
Other positive depictions of Arab characters 
followed Altair. Faridah Malik from the 
Deus Ex series is a skilled pilot and the first 
recognisable Arab female protagonist in a 
game.
The Street Fighter franchise has also 

introduced Rashid as "an easy-going and 
laid-back person… [the] eldest son of a 
wealthy Middle Eastern family", while the 
video game Tekken introduced Zafina, an 
accomplished female fighter.
Growing localisation
In 2015, Ubisoft, the French studio behind 
Assassin's Creed, was not the only one 
tapping into the booming Arab market.
Game studios in countries such as Saudi 
Arabia and Jordan have started to emerge in 
the last decade as localisation became more 
popular.
Assassin's Creed became the first mainstream 
game to be released fully localised for the 
Arabic audience.
Ubisoft capitalised on the franchise's 
popularity in the region and co-operated 
with native studios to release the game with 
Arabic speech, subtitles and a localised user 
interface and menu screens.
"Localisation is not just translating a game, it 
is changing all aspects of a game, the objects 
you use, the art of the game, the food, the 
clothes," says Hossam Hammo, founder 

of Tamatem Games, a start-up in Amman, 
Jordan, that localises international video 
games.
"Imagine that you play a racing game, and 
the road is your city," he says.
Mr Hammo, a video game enthusiast 
himself, started his company with the vision 
"to contribute to the Arabic digital content 
that is lacking in relation to the large base of 
Arab users".

Mira Karout, a game developer at Tamatem, 
is working on localising a new game in 
preparation for the Islamic holy month of 
Ramadan.
In keeping with traditions observed during 
the month, Ms Karout is adding date fruits 
to tables inside the game, and decorating the 
rooms with Islamic textiles.
"We get a lot of positive feedback from our 
users, males and females, who are always 
happy to be better represented in the games 
they love," she says.
-BBC
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Lesotho due to hold elections 
despite lack of progress on 
key political reforms

The Villager 6

Big Lips

M ost often, we fail not because we 
do not know what we need to do. 
We fail not because we are lazy. 
We fail not because there are no 

policies.
But most of the times, we fail because of our 
planning that does not factor in the future. Most of 
our policies, despite being fertile with ideas, seem 
not to be forward looking.
While the private sector’s work on alleviating 
the devastating effects of Covid-19 should be 
applauded, this could also be the time when the 
nation needs to look into the future.
We are all aware of how tricky and sly Covid-19 
could be, and that should be the reason why 
we need also need to foxy like the virus in our 
planning.
Maybe, we can start by making a wish-list of what 
the nation desperately needs at the moment. Of 
course, the issue of Covid-19 can be a desperate 
situation but honestly there are other situations too.
From the look of things, all our eyes on Covid-19, 
which is great but by so doing we miss other 
important stuff that matter to our everyday living. 
It also appears that we are putting all our resources 
on Covid-19, while other areas that need resources 
are currently unattended to.
Having a wish-list could go a long way in guiding 
us on how best we can deal with our challenges and 
what time as well as resources we should commit.
One thing that has happened and is still happening 
with Covid-19 is the lack of a centralised approach 
on how to manage resources. 
Come to think of it, one would have thought that 
creating some Covid-19 board to manage and 
allocate all the resources could have ensured that 
every region benefitted from whatever is there.
Such a board could have been separate from the 
existing government structures but work with the 
relevant ministries to minimise any red tape and 
duplication of roles.
What is likely to happen if Covid-19 slows down is 
that the country will be left with infrastructure they 
may not need in the future. 
Of course, one might argue that these are field 
hospitals, but the financial resources being 
committed now can trigger some headache.
The whole scenario should teach us that to 
overcome any situation, we need to plan and 
understand out next step. This ad hoc approach 
leaves us hanging and wanting.
For example, the situation in schools is dire right 
now and the numbers seem to be growing. The 
education ministry has no clue as to how they can 
deal with this. 
Most of the Covid-19 cases in schools are from the 
communities. This means that while it is a good 
thing for those helping the government to deal with 
Covid-19, someone should have thought of putting 
up field hostels at some schools too.
As it is, what is happening is that Covid-19 
is allowed to fester and ‘prosper’ within the 
communities with the hope that the hospitals will 
take care of the numbers.
Had there been a centralised approach to dealing 
with, not only Covid-19, but everything that 
affects us, most of the confusion could be lessened.
The good thing is that we can still do something 
about this. We have the resources, the skills and 
what we need is the will to implement this.

Diversified 
Thinking 
Could 

Save Us

n Dr Panduleni Itula

W e first met in 1974 at Augusteneum when he was in 
matric and a prefect in Form 1.
He was a marathon runner who collapsed after winning 
the Augusteneum Marathon in 1974 for his yellow team.

He went to South Africa to study in 1975 and return as a teacher at the 
then Katutura Secondary school now Shifidi.
It was in his two-room house in Gemengde 2 near AE Steenkamp Primary 
School, that we held SWAPO youth league (SYL) meetings.
It was at these two rooms that we were squashed whenever we give the 
would-be escapees their final orders before transporting them to Gobabis 
and the Botswana border en-route to Francis Town and Lusaka.
In these two rooms he shared with Charles Sihani and Crispian Matongo 
after the latter two were made persona non grata in the then Caprivi.
We were elected together at Mandume in June 1978 to the Windhoek 
Branch together with others such as Immanuel Mwatara, Jeremia 
Nambinga and Christopher Haukongo as Chairperson.
It was at his two-room house that we the Youth departed in a bus to Town 
to hold a “Silent Demonstration" against the DTA on 3rd December 1978, 
were many youths including Ambassador extraordinaire Janet Isaacs 
were beaten and arrested.

March Hausiku
A lament to a 

struggle companion

At the beginning of 1979, we were both arrested on subsequent months 
under the Terorrosme Act, AG 26, for the so-called prevention of political 
violence and AG 9 terrorism.
We then shared the same prison cell in Gobabis' Cell 2 in 1979, together 
with Rev Tjirimuje, Rev Karuaera, Immanuel Mwatara, Jeremia Tjizo, 
Esegiel /Uirab, Hans Boois, Ida Jimmy, Lucia Hamutenya, Melangton 
Kaukungwa, Steve Goliath and Jonathan Goliath, Axel Jackson 
Johannes, John Shaetonhodi, Israel Kalenga, Dr Ihuhwa, Augus Gaeb, 
Arthur Pickering, Trotsky, Henry Bonsaaier, Nangolo dha Mukwiilongo 
and Nangolo dha Jakob, Leonard Chaka and 86 other internal SWAPO 
Leaders from all over Namibia.
We were then transferred to Windhoek Central prison in November 1979 
and placed under Solitary Confinement most of the time and released 
under House Arrest in January 1980. He was rearranged several times 
in Osire. 
Some 37 years later, we were to start the SWAPO Party School together 
as Rector and Lecturer on legal and Constitutional governance.
Never have I felt a loss of a struggle companion as much when this 
potentially curable disease is allowed to engulf and rob our country from 
some of our best institutional memories.
Go well cell mate the battle is long to be won. 
(Prisoner No. AG 26- 82)

“

“

We then shared the same prison cell in Gobabis’ Cell 2 in 1979, together with 
Rev Tjirimuje, Rev Karuaera, Immanuel Mwatara, Jeremia Tjizo, Esegiel /Uirab, 
Hans Boois, Ida Jimmy, Lucia Hamutenya, Melangton Kaukungwa, Steve Goliath 
and Jonathan Goliath, Axel Jackson Johannes, John Shaetonhodi, Israel Kalenga, 
Dr Ihuhwa, Augus Gaeb, Arthur Pickering, Trotsky, Henry Bonsaaier, Nangolo 

dha Mukwiilongo and Nangolo dha Jakob, Leonard Chaka and 86 other internal 
SWAPO Leaders from all over Namibia

Lesotho is due to hold national elections in mid-October. The 
polls were expected to be held under a new constitutional 
regime resulting from a reform process that started in 2012. 
But, the process has not yielded much fruit.
There’s widespread consensus – locally and internationally 
– that the constitutional kingdom of about 2.2 million must 
reform its political system to overcome recurrent political 
instability. But successive governments have failed to bring 
about the necessary changes.
Now, with parliament legally required to dissolve by 14 July 
2022 and elections held within three months, there is simply 
no time to undertake and complete the reforms. So, Basotho 
look set to vote without the much-needed political changes, 
at least the important ones.
The proposed reforms that have not been passed by 
parliament pertain to the excessive powers of the prime 
minister, unprofessional media, politicised security agencies 
and judiciary, parliament and the formation of government.
The reasons for reforms
The biggest deficiency of Lesotho’s political system is that 
the prime minister wields excessive powers.
These deficiencies became apparent with the advent of 
fragile coalition politics in 2012. In 2014 to 2015, the then 
prime minister, Thomas Thabane, capriciously replaced the 
chief justice, the president of the court of appeal as well as 
the leadership of the security agencies.
He also prorogued parliament and changed most of the 
senior personnel of the civil service. Consequently, calls for 
reform grew louder while disagreements in the then tripartite 
coalition became pronounced.
The then deputy prime minister, Mothejoa Metsing’s party, 
Lesotho Congress for Democracy, withdrew its support for 
Thabane’s government. The government, which was formed 
through a hairbreadth majority in parliament – collapsed in 
2015. A new government was elected, led by Prime Minister 
Pakalitha Mosisili in 2015. It made the reforms its main 
agenda. But it didn’t have a clear process for executing 
the reform programme. Instead, it was consumed by the 
assassination of the then commander of the Lesotho Defence 
Force, Maaparankoe Mahao, in June 2015 by rogue army 
operatives.
The country was thrown into instability, culminating in the 
Southern African Development Community establishing 
a commission of inquiry in July 2015 to investigate the 
death and related matters. A key recommendation of the 
commission was that the country undertake a comprehensive 
constitutional reform programme.
Mosisili’s government made reforms one of its key objectives. 
But the government failed to make any meaningful progress 
until it collapsed in 2017.
Fresh attempts at reform A new government was elected 
in 2017, led by Prime Minister Thabane for the second 
time. There was renewed vigour to execute the reforms 
programme. The government proposed the National Reform 
Commission Bill of 2018 to parliament to establish an 
executive-based commission to implement the reforms.
The bill never became law as it was greatly criticised by 
civil society and other stakeholders because government had 

designed the process unilaterally. A much more consultative 
approach was taken in 2018 when the first muti-stakeholder 
dialogue was organised. This resulted in the enactment of 
the National Reforms Dialogue Act.
The law established the National Leaders’ Forum and the 
National Dialogue Planning Committee to organise the 
second national dialogue on the content and process of the 
reforms. The second Multi-Stakeholder National Dialogue 
was held in November 2019, after which the National 
Reforms Authority Act of 2019 was enacted.
The act established the National Reforms Authority (NRA). 
The NRA was responsible for implementing the broad and 
often vague decisions of the Multi-Stakeholder National 
Dialogue.
The process suffered a setback in 2020 after Prime Minister 
Thabane resigned, following allegations that he was 
implicated in the murder of his ex-wife, Lipolelo Thabane. 
A new prime minister, Moeketsi Majoro, was sworn in. The 
reform programme continued under the stewardship of the 
National Reforms Authority.
However, the reforms authority exceeded its statutory 
lifespan without getting a single change to the constitution 
approved by parliament. Before its disbandment in April 
2022, the reforms authority had completed proposed 
constitutional changes – the 11th Amendment to the 
Constitution Bill 2022 .
The so-called Omnibus Bill that is now before parliament 
is not perfect. But it promises to arrest some of the 
longstanding constitutional problems. These include the 
excessive powers of the prime minister, a judiciary that is 
controlled by the executive, politicised security agencies 
and a weak parliament.
Implications of failure
Despite the hype about passing the Omnibus Bill before the 
election, it is almost certain that parliament will not have 
passed all the changes by its dissolution in mid-July. It is, 
therefore, expected that the country will hold election under 
the old political design.
The main hurdle is that the majority of critical provisions 
in the bill seek to amend the entrenched provisions of 
the constitution. These include changes on the judiciary, 
parliament and security. These provisions need a two-
thirds majority in both houses of parliament – Senate 
and the National Assembly. Some changes even require a 
referendum.
Given the improbability of especially the entrenched 
provisions being amended before parliament is dissolved, 
what then?
An option is to cherry-pick and pass the amendments that 
need a simple majority vote. But, that may not make any 
meaningful impact. Most of the problematic provisions of 
the constitution are entrenched.
The only viable option, albeit regrettable, is that parliament 
must avoid tampering with the Omnibus Bill, and wait for 
the new parliament after the elections to resuscitate the 
entire reform programme.
Why reforms always fail in Lesotho
This latest false start on reforms indicates that Lesotho 
is struggling to implement much-needed constitutional 
changes. The country has had five governments in 10 years. 
Every time a government collapses, the reform programme 
follows suit.
Another major cause of regular failure is the lack of 
clarity about the process of reforms. While there is some 
consensus about the broad areas for reform – parliament, the 
constitution, judiciary, civil service, security and media – 
there is a lack of clarity and consensus about the process of 
undertaking such thoroughgoing changes to the constitution.
The fact that the Omnibus Bill is now held up in parliament 
is emblematic of a lack of clear process. There was no 
plan about how different changes, including changes to 
the entrenched provisions of the constitution, would be 
undertaken. Where to from here?
Now that the National Reforms Authority has been 
disbanded, and parliament has failed to pass the Omnibus 
Bill, it means the next election will be held under the old legal 
framework. Then after elections, yet another government 
will be expected to reinvigorate the reforms.
When the new programme starts after election, the country 
must pay particular attention to the process as previous 
attempts at reform were undermined by, among other factors, 
a poor process.
Hoolo 'Nyane
Head of Department, Public and Environmental Law 
Department, University of Limpopo

You can’t treat your 
children that way: 
Dee and Amushe

n	 Megameno Shinana 

The incarceration of Dimbulukeni Nauyoma and Michael 
Amushelelo is not your classical case of common criminals 
whose netting in has all of a sudden created an ambiance of 
peace, safety and relief to a terrorized community.
These are the very classic epitome of Namibia’s very own 
children, born and bred in the Namibian house, but whose 
political convictions are not parallel to those at the helm of 
power. And yes, this should be seen to be welcome too for after 
all we fought for this sacrosanct right to bear and express a 
different opinion even if it means that will led to the attainment 
of power or loss thereof. 
These two are some of Namibia’s most woke, talented and 
intelligent products of our very education system and, who 
have equally contributed in their various unique respects to the 
growth of this society. Amushelelo and Nauyoma are products of 
a country framed in the blast-furnace of resistance and struggle 
as a tool to achieve social change and discover the glorious paths 
of equity, freedom and justice.
They are thus the embodiment of Nujoma and Geingob, they are 
a product of the relentless revolutionary tenacity of Nehale Lya 
Mpingana, Herman Andimba Toivo ya-Toivo, of Kakurukaze 
Mungunda and the many who saw the spontaneous spark of civic 
disobedience as the only effective response to the whims of an 
unjust system.
These are your very children whom you taught, deliberately or 
not so deliberately, that the only way to deal with an unfree world 
is to become so absolutely free that your very existence is an act 
of rebellion.
It was you who after all, taught this generation, that it should 
stand on guard to safeguard the gains of the revolution as fearless 
gallant stalwarts of the sovereign right of every man and woman 
just as the heroes of the past did.
But what is clear here is that, the essence of revolution is only 
a fashionable weapon of spontaneous change for as long as that 
resistance is not fashioned against the very existence of those 
that used the same in their past endeavours to be absolutely free.
And this is the remarkable historic irony which has pervaded 
Namibian politics.
This is the painful reality of post-revolutionary dispensations, 
to say that celebrated erstwhile revolutionary debonairs and 
superstars transmogrify into foxes in the hen-house once they 
attain power and control of the coerce instruments of state.
To begin with, there was no moral compass that guided the jailing 
of our very children under the guise of protecting public order in 
clear defense of those who are not native to this land, the Chinese 
retail entrepreneurs.
 If such a compass exists then it sought for the flagrant defence 
of the commerce of those whose love for this country can never 
at any moment in time be equated to that of these two who 
are native to this land, and whose ancestors resisted the very 
oppression which they see meted in their generation.
You may put sticks in your ears all you want, bury heads in these 
hallowed sands all you want, and use the dictates of law as much 
as you can, but all that noise will never muffle the painful naked 
reality that here we have reduced our very children into the 
political martyrs that we used to be back in the struggle.
 We have quenched our pernicious rage by silencing a voice of 
voices via the open mouth of vile prison simply because these 
two belong to another political outfit. 
Instead of understanding the spontaneous energy of our young, 
and try to contain it into sound intelligent conversations on 
matters they see as a perpetuation of injustice, we have shut 
them up. We have chosen to brutally stamp on their energy, and 
callously demonize them into possessed political creatures of 
anarchy, the scum of the earth whose best place they belong in is 
jail. Along with their very flesh and blood we have chained the 
sovereign conviction of national consciousness, and thus reduced 
them into prisoners of conscience, punished for daring to stand 
up. No matter how many times our children will use the most 
despicable of language to describe us for our shortcomings, but 
we should rather be converting the question, how can we silence 
them by being better and meeting them half way.
But alas, we have opted to mix them with common criminals 
in the dungeons of lice and disease, in the very ribcage of the 
foulest, the vilest and the most uncivil of our kind.
Really?
Can you treat your children that way? 
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HEALTH

n	 Naomi Thomas
 
After the US Supreme Court overturned 
Roe v. Wade, medical professionals 
across the country are using their TikTok 
accounts to show support and offer help 
to obstetricians and gynecologists who 
may be facing an increased demand for 
abortion care in states where the procedure 
is still legal.
Set to a song by the Chainsmokers with the 
lyrics "if we go down, then we go down 
together," professionals across fields of 
medicine are listing the skills they have 
that can be utilized to assist in that care.

Dr. Pamela Mehta, an orthopedic surgeon 
in California, said she was not surprised 
by the court's decision, but said "it did 
feel like a sucker punch to the gut in the 
sense that this made it official that we have 
literally turned back the clock and our own 
daughters have less rights than our, you 
know, their moms and their grandmothers 
have."
She posted the first in a series of videos 
on the social media app shortly after the 
decision was announced.
Mehta thinks that health care has been 
in crisis over the last few years with the 
pandemic and now the Roe decision. Every 
one has to help each other out, she said, 
and while she doesn't perform abortions 
herself, she does have skills that could help 

Demand for abortion providers is expected 
to surge in some states. Doctors and nurses 

turned to TikTok to offer help

other providers.
"I know how to scrub in, I know how to 
assist in surgery. I can suture up incisions, 
I can mop floors, I can bring coffee to my 
OB-GYN colleagues and I thought, 'What 
is there that I can do to help my OB-GYN 
colleagues'," she said. "So that's what 
made me post that video because I've seen 
a lot of videos of laypeople offering their 
homes and a safe space to come to and I 
thought 'Well, what is the skill that I can 
give OB-GYNs and patients,' and that's the 
skill set that I can provide."

Mehta's video was soon joined by one 
from Dr. Betsy Grunch, a Georgia-based 
neurosurgeon.

"I saw Pam's video and spoke with her and 
we wanted to collaborate on a combined 
video to try to express, you know, our 
support not only to women but just to 
our medical community and how we can 
try to express how we care for them and 
how we're there for them and how we can 
support women's health and, you know, 
just represent our belief that we all need 
to be supportive during this time," Grunch 
said.
Several other medical professionals joined 
the trend, including Hayley Wombles, 
a travel nurse in Illinois; Lauren, a 
certified registered nurse anesthesiologist 
in Alabama, and Jess, who says she is a 

former bedside nurse currently working in 
clinical research in Ohio. Grunch said that 
hundreds of duets have been made of her 
video.
All the health care workers CNN spoke 
with are offering their skills to help their 
colleagues in states where abortion is still 
legal.
But experts say it's unclear whether they 
could face a legal risk in their home states.
In Connecticut, attorney and state Rep. 
Matt Blumenthal sponsored a bill designed 
to protect people who provide an abortion 
or receive support to obtain the procedure 
in the state and are then sued in another 
state.
"It would depend on the circumstances, 
but it's certainly conceivable," he said, of 
whether the health care workers could face 
legal trouble in their home states.
"While it's clear that states have power 
to impose liability on conduct that 
occurs outside their borders, it's not clear 
how far that power stretches and all the 
circumstances that determine whether it 
has that power in a particular case," he 
said.
Rachel Rebouché, interim dean at Temple 
University School of Law, said the current 
abortion laws "don't address patients or the 
people helping them right now," but there 
is a possibility that states could use civil 
penalties to attack providers in other states 
that are providing abortions that are legal.
"It's a really fast-changing area," Rebouché 
added.

Broader concerns for the future
The American College of Obstetricians and 
Gynecologists said that it had not reviewed 
any of the videos posted on TikTok, but it 
supports expanding the types of clinicians 
who can provide abortion care.
"People are already having to leave their 
communities to access care, because access 
is already limited for many people, and we 
expect that this is going to get worse," Dr. 
Nisha Verma, a fellow with ACOG, said 
in a statement. "Overturning Roe will 
even more heavily restrict abortion for 
people across the country, especially our 
most marginalized populations, so it will 
be critical that we expand the group of 
clinicians who provide safe and effective 
abortion care. Allowing advanced practice 
clinicians to provide abortion care will 
allow us to meet more patient needs 
safely and effectively with high patient 
satisfaction rates."

One concern shared by the health 
care workers CNN interviewed is the 
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overburdening of providers in states still 
allowing abortion.
"I follow a lot of medical professionals on 
TikTok and it was inspiring to me to see so 
many of them being like, 'Hey, we know 
that various states that are still allowing 
medical abortions, they're going to be 
flooded," said Wombles.
The TikTok video was her way of saying 
she'll be there to help, to go to any clinic, to 
learn whatever she needs to and that she's 
there for support, she said.
"I posted that video because there's going 
to be an overwhelming demand in states 
that still offer the procedures and they're 
going to need help, they're going to need 
anesthesia, they're going to need surgeons, 
they're going to need ancillary staff," said 
Lauren, who agreed to speak with CNN on 
the condition her last name is not reported 
to protect her privacy. "It's going to be 
overwhelming."
In states where abortion is now illegal, 
people are losing hope, she said.

"I wanted to remind them that health care 
providers, we're not here to ask or to judge. 
We are here to advocate for our patients 
and to take care of them for whatever they 
need. And I want them to know that we, as 
medical professionals, will be there and we 
will pick up the slack and do whatever we 
can to make sure they still have access," 
Lauren said.
Concerns about patient health
In addition to overburdened providers, the 
health care professionals told CNN they 
fear people will attempt unsafe abortions 
and that maternal mortality will increase in 
the United States.
Health care experts have told CNN 
that they fear that potential widespread 
abortion bans will worsen the maternal 
mortality crisis in the US, saying that 
reducing access by closing clinics, setting 
early gestational limits or completely 
banning the procedure may lead to more 
deaths related to pregnancy.
According to a 2021 fact sheet from the 
World Health Organization, around 73 
million induced abortions take place 
across the world yearly.
WHO says that yearly, 4.7% to 13.2% of 
maternal deaths can be attributed to unsafe 
abortions. While the problem is worse in 
developing regions, WHO estimates that 
30 women die for every 100,000 unsafe 
abortion in developed regions.

Jess, who, like Lauren, did not want her 
last name reported, has concerns about 
maternal mortality.

"My main concern is that the United States 
has the highest maternal mortality rate in a 
developed nation, and it largely affects the 
BIPOC community. It disproportionately 
affects them," she said. "To me, this is a 
(SCOTUS) decision that is from a very 
privileged standpoint, it's from a decision 
that you know, is based off of someone's 
beliefs that shouldn't be imposed on 
others."
Civil and reproductive rights groups have 
said the decision to overturn Roe v. Wade 
is an attack on communities of color and 
will leave millions of Black and brown 
women without access to abortion care.
An overwhelmingly positive response
All five medical professionals said they 
received an overwhelmingly positive 
response to the videos they posted online.
"The comments that I've read (for her 
current posts) have been extremely 
supportive," Jess said. "Just saying thank 
you, and I think it's giving the public a 
general sense that, especially women, that 
a lot of us stand with them and a lot of us 
are fighting and a lot of us understand it is 
a woman's choice."
She has had some negative responses from 
people with differing views. She doesn't 
respond to them.

Grunch said that while she expected to 
have people on both sides of the issue 
react to her video, the response has been 
overwhelmingly positive.
"It's just really inspiring to see people so 
motivated to be supportive," she added. "I 
think in our country we have been known 
to respond to decisions like this with 
violence, with, you know, anger, and just 
the beauty of the response was just really 
heartfelt."
Like Jess and Grunch, Mehta said that 
there has been overwhelming support in 
response to her video. After posting her 
video, she said there has been "a whole 
flurry" of women in health care from 
across the US that have said they'll help in 
any way possible.

"The response has been just an 
overwhelming feeling of solidarity and 
commiseration and camaraderie," said 
Mehta. "It has been overwhelming, 
overwhelmingly supportive and positive. 
And the OB-GYN community there's, 
you know, physicians over there saying, 
'Thank you so much for this. It feels like 
we're going through this alone and we feel 
so great that you guys have our back and 
you're here to support us.'"
-CNN
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n	 Jennifer Meierhans

EasyJet's chief operating officer 
has resigned after a series of flight 
cancellations and disruption at the airline 
in recent weeks.
The airline said Peter Bellew had left "to 
pursue other business opportunities" and 
wished him well.
It comes after thousands of EasyJet flights 
have been cancelled - some at short notice.
Trade union Unite last month criticised 
a "lack of leadership" at the airline and 
urged Mr Bellew to "take control".
Announcing Mr Bellew's resignation, 
EasyJet chief executive Johan Lundgren 
said the airline was "absolutely focused 
on delivering a safe and reliable operation 
this summer".
He said the role of interim chief operations 
officer would be in the "very capable 
hands of" David Morgan "who will 
provide strong leadership for the airline 
this summer".
Mr Morgan has been with EasyJet since 
2016 and is currently director of flight 
operations. He had previously led overall 
operations at the airline, as interim chief 
operating officer in 2019.
Cancellations
The aviation sector shed thousands of jobs 
during the pandemic, but is now struggling 
to meet the rebound in demand for travel.
EasyJet has been one of the worst hit for 

EasyJet executive quits after 
major flight disruption

cancellations in recent months. It has axed 
thousands of flights, including many on the 
day they were due to depart.
Late last month it said it would be making 
some cancellations over the summer, to 
build in more resilience and in response 
to caps imposed by London Gatwick and 
Amsterdam Schiphol airports.
It said this gave customers advance notice 
and potential to re-book.
While it will have made use of the 
government's landing slot "amnesty" as 
part of this plan, EasyJet said it would not 
be announcing any further cancellations 

this week. It said the last affected customers 
would be told on Monday.
In optimistic quotes in EasyJet's late 
January trading update, its boss Johan 
Lundgren predicted "a strong summer 
ahead", with demand pushing capacity 
near to 2019 levels.
Six months later, with Covid restrictions 
largely behind them, people want to go on 
holiday again. Demand doesn't appear to 
have been a problem.
But ambitions have evidently had to be 
scaled back. Thousands of flights have had 
to be cancelled.

Today, the airline's boss says a "safe and 
reliable" operation is the "absolute" focus.
EasyJet is far from the only business 
affected by widespread issues hitting 
aviation at the moment - from staff 
shortages to industrial action.
It hopes not to have to issue any further 
waves of cancellations, and points out it's 
still running up to 1,700 flights each day.
However, it has undeniably been through 
a challenging time of late and must be 

hoping that a change at the top can herald 
a change in performance.
It is understood just over 150,000 of the 
160,000 EasyJet flights initially scheduled 
to run over July, August and September, 
will go ahead. This means roughly 10,000 
have been cancelled - or about 6%.
The airline said the majority of its flights 
were unaffected by the cancellations, with 
it continuing to operate up to 1,700 flights 
a day.
Strikes
However, unions representing EasyJet 
cabin crew in Spain have called a series of 
24-hour strikes for July in a dispute over 
pay.
The first of the strikes took place over the 
weekend, and a further six days of action 
are due later this month.
Shares in EasyJet, which have fallen back 
to the lows of March 2020 at the start of 
the pandemic, were trading down almost 
3% after news of Mr Bellew's departure - 
making it one of the biggest fallers on the 
FTSE 250 index.
More cancellations from a raft of airlines 
are expected this week as the government 
has given carriers until Friday to announce 
changes to their schedules without facing a 
potential penalty.
The move is an attempt to minimise 
disruption during the peak summer holiday 
season.
-BBC
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As military battles continue in the Ukraine 
war, the parallel skirmish over energy 
continues to escalate, with the West 
announcing plans for price caps to try and 
stem Russia’s soaring oil revenues directly 
financing its expansionist ambitions.
The Group of Seven (G7), a group of the 
world’s richest Western nations, said at a 
recent summit in Bavaria that it is exploring 
the feasibility of capping Russian oil 
prices, thereby preventing Moscow from 
profiting from jumps in market prices due 
to the invasion of Ukraine.
The group includes most of Russia’s most 
vocal adversaries, such as the United 
States, Germany and Britain, and said in a 
communique that it would try and stop the 
export of Russian oil not purchased at or 
below a certain price. While the details of 
such a dramatic proposal would still need 
to be sketched out, the political effects of 
the statement was heard loud and clear by 
a dismissive and sceptical Kremlin.
A price cap could work through a system 
to reduce or ban insurance or financing 
for Russian oil shipments above a certain 
amount.
In simple terms, if a tanker agrees to take 
an oil shipment from Russia at higher than 
the G7-set rate per barrel, it will not be 
able to obtain the insurance and financial 
services essential for such a transaction to 

be successful.
But one thing is clear, for such a move to 
work, the G7 would need to get countries 
beyond its membership involved – 
especially large consumers of Russian 
crude such as China, India and Turkey 
– and it would need to find alternate 
producers to fill the power void.
“It’s going to be challenging, it seems 
enforceable among Western countries, 
but internationally it needs others to take 
part, and that includes India and China,” 
Timothy Ash, an economist and associate 
fellow at London’s Chatham House think-
tank, told Al Jazeera.
“One aspect about sanctions or such 
measures is the unintended consequences 
it has on global markets,” he said. Like 
all markets to some extent, there are the 
effects of demand and supply. Since the 
West consumes huge amounts of oil, 
technically it should have some say over 
the pricing.

“But aside from manipulation, the global 
economy may well experience such a 
slowdown from the war in Ukraine that 
demand effectively comes down on its 
own. Bizarrely, stagflation could end up 
being the next weapon against Russian 
energy,” he added.
The European Council president, Charles 
Michel, told reporters in Bavaria that 
G7 leaders would discuss a technical 

Can the G7 proposal for a cap on 
Russian oil prices work?

mechanism that had the effect of an oil 
price cap through services related to oil 
and export insurance.
In response, Moscow has said that any 
price-cap plans would lead to scarcity on 
global oil markets and rocketing prices for 
European consumers.
“This is another attempt to interfere in 
market mechanisms, which can only lead 
to market imbalance,” Russia’s Deputy 
Prime Minister, Alexander Novak, said in 
a televised address last week.
‘Threat and reward’
So, is such a gambit workable – and 
even desirable, considering its potential 
consequences? And exactly how would it 
unfold?

“It would basically stop financial 
institutions, especially ship insurers, 
from carrying Russian oil unless the oil 
was priced below an agreed price,” said 
Benedict McAleenan, a managing partner 
at Helmsley Energy and senior fellow at 
the Policy Exchange think-tank in London.
“In theory, it’s quite an elegant solution 
because it uses a ‘threat and reward’ 
approach. The reward is the chance to buy 
even cheaper Russian oil. The threat is the 
prospect of sanctions and not being able 
to trade with major economies like the US 
and EU.”
And with such left-field solutions, comes 
the question of whether any precedent 

exists for such a scenario? “The Iranian oil 
sanctions,” said McAleenan, “which work 
pretty well at limiting the Iranian economy 
whilst allowing oil exports.” The oil-for-
food embargo in 1995 against Saddam 
Hussain’s Iraq is another example, even if 
it was beset with logistical and corruption 
problems.
But McAleenan said for this scheme 
to succeed, there would have to be a 
customers’ alliance. “It would effectively 
be a ‘monopsony’ – a dominant buyer 
or buying system that can decide 
prices in the market, ” he said. The idea 
mirrors the more common concept of a 
monopoly or a dominant seller such as 
the intergovernmental Organisation of 
Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC).
“Monopsonies exist in many markets such 
as nationalised health systems and they 
can be very effective at lowering prices. 
But there can be all sorts of unintended 
consequences, such as boosting black 
markets and loopholes, as well as market 
inefficiencies. Also, what if the price cap 
system suddenly collapses? You’ll see 
global price shocks,” McAleenan warned.
Discussion of economic factors is one 
thing, but in dealing with a nation like 
Russia with as unpredictable a leader as 
Vladimir Putin, the repercussions could 
go beyond markets and pricing. How 
will it now affect political and diplomatic 
channels?

“The relationship between Russia and the 
West cannot get much worse”, Natasha 
Lindstaedt, professor of government and 
international relations at the University of 
Essex, told Al Jazeera.
“Russia has shown its brazen tactics before 
of refusing to export gas to Europe. So it’s 
safe to assume that Russia will just stop 
exporting to the West if the G7 tries to 
implement this, or at least limit the supply.
“Moscow knows that it has mass revenues 
coming in from the sale of other energy 
products to China and India and elsewhere. 
Putin is confident that it can survive and 
reduce the exporting of its products to 
Europe.”

A new supply system?
With oil being simultaneously a talisman 
of free-market capitalism yet also a sector 
that is protected and controlled by a 
very powerful global cartel, analysts are 
dubious if alternate suppliers can suddenly 
emerge for Western Europe.
Ash said: “I think there are overtures 
happening behind the scenes. The natural 
alternate sources would be Saudi Arabia 
and UAE for Europe, but a whole new 
supply system takes a lot of time – and 
there is just no getting around the fact 
much of Europe is dependent on Russia.
“And Russia knows what the alternatives 
are, whether it’s creating new gas terminals, 
shipping oil from other producers or 
switching to LNG, and it’s trying to head 
them off. Putin is pumping just enough 
gas to allow Europe to function but also 
ensuring it cannot stockpile.”
Perhaps Putin’s scariest attribute, some 
observers say, is his patience, seemingly 
willing to play a long and brutal game – 
which could mean come winter, his wrath 
could be taken out on a colder Europe 
needing heat and fuel, and consumers 
facing absurd energy prices, even if gas 
comes under a price-cap scheme.
“I’m afraid it seems likely prices will rise”, 
said Ash. “Unless we see some resolution 
on Ukraine. The UK has to a certain 
extent its own energy, France has nuclear, 
Italy has some alternate sources, but is it 
enough?
“On the gas issue, one needs to look at the 
end of the pipelines – which in Europe is 
Spain, southern Germany, Czech Republic, 
Slovakia, Austria – all these countries will 
need to make dramatic decisions over their 
stance on Ukraine if Russia shuts down the 
supply.”
Lindstaedt added: “This is why [Ukrainian 
President] Volodymyr Zelenskyy declared 
that the war needs to be over by January. 
There is concern that the winter is going 
to create a huge demand for energy and 
Russia will be at a greater advantage.”
-Al Jazeera
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Kenya's cost-of-living crisis: 'I 
can't afford rice for my children'
Some families in Kenya are eating 

just once a day, or not at all, 
because of rising food prices, 
writes the BBC's Catherine 

Byaruhanga in Nairobi.
Early in the morning, I find Florence 
Kambua hunched over, digging through 
the dump site outside her front door to 
collect plastic, glass, clothes - anything she 
can sell in Kenya's capital.
The 40-year-old is dressed in a black 
sweater and knee-high plastic boots. 
Her job is not for the faint-hearted. It is 
hazardous too. Rotting food and filled 
nappies squelch under her feet in the 
Mukuru Kwa Njenga slum.
"Sometimes you end up with diarrhoea, 
sometimes you get a chest infection. I 
have persevered, because I don't have an 
alternative," Ms Kambua tells me.
The mother of six has fallen on hard times. 
She first moved to Nairobi, East Africa's 
biggest metropolis, 19 years ago hoping 
for a bright future.
In that time, she lost a job, the father of 
her children left her and the small food 
stall she set up was demolished for a new 
expressway that cuts across the city.
So what she is doing now is the only 
option she has to put food on the table. She 

makes around 100 Kenyan shillings a day 
($0.85; £0.70).
Even with such meagre earnings Ms 
Kambua says she could still manage to 
feed her family twice a day before food 
prices went up.
"My children love rice, I would go with 50 
shillings [to the shop] and get half a kilo of 
rice and cook for them. Now, you cannot."
Ms Kambua has turned to a well-known 
staple, maize flour, a cereal that's often 
cooked into a thick dough called Ugali that 
can fill you up but even its price has gone 
up.
So now she feeds her family once a day, 
sometimes not at all. "I used to buy the 
cheapest flour at 85 shillings. Right now, 
flour is 150 shillings. When I am not able 
to make money, we sleep hungry."
A couple of weeks since we met, there 
is more bad news for Ms Kambua, the 
average price for two kilogrammes of 
maize flour is now above 200 shillings, a 
25% increase.
The latest data from the Kenya Bureau of 
Statistics shows annual food inflation is in 
double digits with prices 12.4% higher in 
May 2022 than they were in May 2021.
Maize, which is grown in Kenya and also 
imported from neighbouring countries, is 
consumed by most households.
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It is a cheaper option during lean times, but 
Kennedy Nyagah, chairman of the United 
Grain Millers Association, says there is 
now a shortage.
"I would attribute it to a crop failure 
because of inadequate rainfall and 
issues around prices of farm inputs like 
fertilizers," he adds.
At Ms Kambua's local market, business 
is low. In my two visits there it was not 
unusual to see customers buy a single 
onion or tomato because they have become 
too expensive.
"Previously, a tomato which you see us 
selling now for 10 shillings, we would sell 
it for 5 shillings," vendor Elijah Machuki 
Nyabutohe tells me, pointing at a basket.
"That is why there are no buyers. They 
are scared because when they buy a lot of 
tomatoes, they will not have any money 
to buy flour and they end up sleeping 
hungry," he tells me.
Even though he is far away from Ukraine, 
he is acutely aware of the impact the war 
there and how it has driven up the cost of 
fuel and fertiliser.
"Farmers [are] having to spend more to 
purchase fertilizers for growing tomatoes. 
Many end up stopping tomato farming, 
because of the high cost of the fertilizers 

and the tomato seeds," Mr Nyabutohe tells 
me.
A few hundred metres away from the 
market lives Catherine Kanini - she is 
unemployed after the bar she worked 
in was demolished to make way for the 
expansion of a road joining onto the 
expressway.
The 30-year-old mother can't afford to rent 
a house, so she's built herself a makeshift 
structure out of mosquito nets, sheets of 
plastic and wooden poles.
She came here from Kitui County in 
eastern Kenya and like many people on 
low incomes in urban areas she relies on 
relatives back home for support when 
prices are high.
Her mother would send her food from 
the village, but prolonged drought means 
that's not an option.
"Right now, it is very dry back in our 
rural area. There is no rain. When it rains 
is when there is food and that is when my 
mother can send some food," Ms Kanini 
tells me. "Now she is expecting us to send 
her something. She is relying on us, yet we 
have problems on this end."

The rising cost of living comes at a time 
when Kenya is set to hold a general 

election on 9 August. The issue is featuring 
prominently on the campaign trail of the 
two main candidates vying to succeed 
President Uhuru Kenyatta.
Deputy President William Ruto is talking 
of a "bottoms-up" approach to improve 
the economy while long-time opposition 
leader Raila Odinga has promised cash 
transfers to poor households.
Ms Kanini has her own advice for them.
"I would suggest that they open factories 
and they give us work. They should reduce 
the prices of commodities whose prices 
they had increased. So that when you are 
able to make a bit of money you would be 
able to go and get some food."
International Crisis Group analyst Meron 
Elias warns that the cost-of-living crisis 
could cause instability, especially in a 
close contest.
"Although the outcome of the election is 
uncertain - a credit to Kenya's democracy 
- we fear that frustration around high 
food prices and general inflation make it 
easier for politicians to mobilise frustrated 
crowds in the streets. It also creates the risk 
that unemployed youth could be recruited 
into gangs to commit violence during the 
electoral period."
-BBC

Demolition deadline about to pass for 
Cairo’s historic houseboats
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Egypt’s historic houseboats have lined 
parts of the River Nile’s banks in Cairo for 
generations.
In their more glamorous days, they played 
host to some of the city’s most important 
political and cultural chapters.
But that is coming to an end, as authorities 
move to demolish or tow away what 
remains of these relics, and residents 
scurry to pack their belongings.
The owners have been told that Monday is 
the last day they will be able to take their 
belongings, before the authorities move in.
Some still refuse to leave the only places 
they have called home, while others have 
already seen their houseboats destroyed or 
taken away.
Ebtessam Amin Afifi, 78, is one of them; 
her home was towed away late last month. 
She is now staying temporarily at her 
sister’s house, but has not given up.
“They took my boat, I was informed only 

Demolition deadline about to pass for 
Cairo’s historic houseboats

two days prior. I couldn’t get my things 
out. Now, they have my boat. I am a citizen 
with rights, and this will not be the end of 
it. I am going to court,” said Afifi by phone, 
imploring Egypt’s President Abdel Fattah 
el-Sisi to back boat owners against what 
she described as a “miscarriage of justice”.
“They want to remove us and replace 
our homes with cafes and restaurants to 
generate profits, but this is my home – my 
investment,” Afifi added. “I was offered 
millions for this boat, and I didn’t let go of 
it. I poured all my savings into it.”
In recent years, Cairo’s neighbourhoods 
have witnessed sweeping makeovers as 
the government embarks on infrastructure 
and development projects. Countless 
bridges, highways, museums and even a 
new capital city have been constructed, 
affecting citizens along the way, and 
uprooting distinct features of one of the 
oldest cities of Africa and the Middle East.
Trouble on the Nile
Docked along a 2km stretch of the Nile’s 
western bank and nestled between the 

bustling 15 May and Imbaba Bridges, 32 
wooden floating homes were – for decades 
– all that remained of dozens more that 
once adorned Cairo’s landscape.
A symbol of Egyptian culture during 
the 20th century, the Nile houseboats 
were one of the first breeding grounds 
for the Egyptian modern intellectual 
movement, with renowned directors, 
actors, entertainers, and writers owning 
or living on one at one point in their lives, 
and cultural and political salons being 
frequently hosted on their decks.
The houseboats were even depicted in 
immortal works such as The Cairo Trilogy 
and Adrift on the Nile, written by the 
late novelist and Nobel laureate Naguib 
Mahfouz, which shined a light on the 
more liberal lifestyle embraced within the 
secluded walls of the lodgings.
The place the houseboats therefore occupy 
in the Egyptian memory has meant that 
people have voiced their disapproval 
of the government’s decision, citing 
it as another erasure of one of Cairo’s 

landmarks and heritage to make room for 
new developments that are often inspired 
by the modern cities of the Gulf.
In the past few weeks, demolitions began, 
with homeowners receiving removal 
orders with only a 10-day notice to sort out 
their affairs.
The authorities say the evictions and 
demolitions are a necessity.
“A presidential directive was issued in 
2020 prohibiting all residential houseboats 
on the Nile,” Ayman Anwar, the head of the 
Central Administration for the Protection 
of the River Nile, said in comments to 
Egyptian television.
Anwar said the houseboats were 
unlicensed, unsanitary and unsafe, and that 
some are used for non-residential purposes. 
While he has also said that acquiring a 
commercial or tourist licence could give 
a houseboat a second life, residents have 
complained they were denied permission 
when they applied for it.
‘Breaking my heart’
At 35, Manar al-Hagrassy is one of the 

younger houseboat owners, but is just as 
attached to her home, and says she has 
tried to follow the government’s rules, but 
has not been able to get the license she 
needs.
“The last time we renewed our licences 
was in 2020. We’ve been repeatedly told 
since that the governor [of Cairo] has put 
a hold on all renewals,” said the mother 
of one, who also looks after her brother’s 
three children.
Al-Hagrassy has refused to leave despite 
having her electricity and water connection 
cut off for days, and claimed that she 
has been fined 420,000 Egyptian pounds 
($22,300) for not having the appropriate 
licence.
“What’s happening right now is not legal 
and will not encourage foreign investments 
… All Egyptians are against the demolition 
of Nile houseboats,” al-Hagrassy said. “I 
won’t leave.”
Ekhlas Helmy says she will not go either.
The 88-year-old widow was born and 
raised on a houseboat, only briefly leaving 
when she got married, before quickly 
returning, as she “could not bear a life 
away from the Nile”.
“I can’t believe this is happening,” Helmy 
said, with tears in her eyes. “I am an old 
woman, and this situation is too much for 
me. It’s breaking my heart.”
Helmy, who turned her turquoise-painted 
houseboat into a home for all sorts of pets 
and animals, has become a symbol of the 
houseboat evictions, eventually attracting 
the attention of el-Sisi himself.
But she has not been able to change his 
mind.
“Respect is due to every Egyptian, 
especially if they are a woman, and 
elderly,” el-Sisi said on Sunday. “But there 
is something crucial that we’re doing, 
which is to restructure the state … there 
are roads which when we build, we remove 
… 3,000 to 4,000 housing units … we 
compensate those affected by giving them 
decent compensation, or a substitute.”
“In short, and not to personalise the 
matter and turn it into an issue: will she be 
subjected to injustice, or left without being 
considered? No. Neither will happen.”
Helmy says instead of being given 
compensation, she is facing a hefty fine of 
800,000 Egyptian pounds ($42,400).
She is now being helped by her brothers, 
neighbours, and just common people 
sympathising with her plight, to collect 
her belongings. But she is still not ready 
to leave.
“If I ever leave my boat, I will die,” Helmy 
said. “I can’t live anywhere else.”
-Al Jazeera
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The retailers setting up shop 
in the metaverse

n	 Andrea Murad &Will Smale

There is a well-known saying when buying 
property that the three most important 
things to consider are "location, location, 
location".
Well, it now appears that this mantra also 
applies in the virtual universe that some 
are hailing as the future of the internet, the 
so-called metaverse.
Still very much in its infancy, this is the 
immersive, online space where cartoon-
like 3D representations of ourselves, 
known as avatars, can walk around, and 
talk and interact with others.
You typically access it by wearing a set of 
virtual reality (VR) goggles connected to 
your computer.
The company formerly known as 
Facebook is so convinced that the 
metaverse is the future of the internet 
that last year it changed its name to Meta. 
Meta and its boss Mark Zuckerberg think 
that eventually many of us will work, play 
- and shop - in the metaverse. Or at least 
our avatars will.
While for many people this all sounds 

fanciful, a growing number of companies 
are buying up space in the metaverse so 
that they can set up shop there. These firms 
include the likes of Adidas, Burberry, 
Gucci, Tommy Hilfiger, Nike, Samsung, 
Louis Vuitton, and even banks HSBC and 
JP Morgan.
The question for such businesses, though, 
is what location do they pick? There are 
now some 50 or so different providers 
of worlds within the metaverse, with the 
most popular ones including The Sandbox, 
Decentraland, Voxels, and Somnium 
Space, plus Meta's own Horizon Worlds.
Retailers and other investors are having 
to gamble on which of these will go on 
to become the dominant force in the 
metaverse, gaining the most visits from 
our avatars. And which other worlds may 
fade away into obscurity.
Further, within the winning ecosystems, 
firms have to try to pick what will be the 
most popular areas.
Canadian entrepreneur Andrew Kiguel is 
betting on Decentraland. Last year he spent 
$2.4m (£2m) worth of cryptocurrency (you 
have to use a crypto to make a purchase 

in the metaverse) buying up a chunk of 
space in Decentraland's dedicated area for 
fashion retail.
Mr Kiguel, who is the boss of 
cryptocurrency investment website 
Tokens.com, says he has already held 
a fashion show, and plans to rent out his 
space to fashion firms.
The idea for such retailers is that your 
avatar can pop into a metaverse clothing 
shop and buy items to be sent to you in the 
real world. Or alternatively, you could treat 
your avatar to a new item of computerised 
clothing.
While Mr Kiguel backs Decentraland he 
cautions that not all metaverse worlds will 
succeed. "It reminds me of the early days 
of social media. Similar to social media... 
the metaverse space will have some large 
winners and many niche metaverses that 
succeed," he says.
Hong Kong businessman Adrian Cheng 
has decided to buy in The Sandbox. The 
boss of property and retail group K11, 
he recently purchased an area in that 
metaverse world for an undisclosed sum.
"We've invested in a lot of start-ups, 

and would like to create a pavilion so 
entrepreneurs can showcase their real-life 
success stories," he says.
Yat Sui is co-founder of Hong Kong-
based Animoca Brands, the owner of The 
Sandbox. He says that "what makes a 
[metaverse world] location powerful is its 
network effect".
By this he means how busy it is, and 
how busy it can become. "The value of 
something increases the more people use 
it," says Mr Sui.
But how much does it cost to buy an area 
in the metaverse, and what do you get for 
that?
At The Sandbox, each plot, called a "land", 
is equivalent to 96m x 96m long and wide, 
and with a height of 128m. And you can 
buy just one, or many grouped together, to 
form an "estate".
The prices vary considerably depending 
on whether or not they are in a popular 
area. The current average price for one 
Sandbox land is around $2,300, but late 
last year someone was reported to have 
spent $450,000 for an estate next to rap 
star Snoop Dogg's Sandbox mansion. 

While the size of the plot was not revealed, 
the cost of each land was said to be 
significantly inflated.
Meanwhile, one report earlier this year said 
that total retail sales across the metaverse 
topped $500m in 2021.
Scott Galloway, a professor of marketing 
at New York University's Leonard N 
Stern School of Business, warns that the 
metaverse is already a bit of a gold rush, 
and there may be financial casualties.
"What we are seeing now is a speculative 
bubble around virtual real estate and 
other metaverse assets," he says. "When 
speculative economics emerge in a space, 
they tend to take it over and drive valuation 
and interest until the bubble bursts."
This caution is echoed by Prof Robert 
Stone, chair of interactive multimedia 
systems at the University of Birmingham 
in the UK.
"Firms can really only be confident about 
the location of their purchase - and that 
location's future value to the activities 
they intend to pursue, and the clients they 
intend to attract - if they perform adequate 
research in the first place," he says.
"Buying virtual real estate 'on spec', or 
based solely on the over-hyped marketing 
ploys of online vendors, is a sure-fire route 
to disappointment and wasted budgets. 
There are con artists out there, and, as the 
market is largely deregulated, mistakes can 
be costly."

Prof Stone also questions how long most 
people will be prepared to wear VR 
goggles for. "How long will VR tech 
wearers be able to stay in the metaverse 
at any one visit?" he says. "Will the 
health and safety issues associated with 
VR wearables, which are unlikely to be 
solved for a long time, actually damage the 
metaverse's reputation?"
Katie Witkin, a director of marketing at 
Everyrealm, a company that invests in 
the metaverse, is unsurprisingly far more 
optimistic. "The metaverse is a space 
where [retailers] can create experiences, 
and build, and be creative, and you don't 
have the confines of physics," she says.
Prof Galloway adds that the winning 
metaverses will end up packed with much 
that companies offer us in the real world. 
"They will build entertaining experiences, 
they will build outrage and division, they 
will build useful tools - the same things 
capitalists build in every marketplace."
-BBC
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Nordic deal increases Turkish power 
in NATO, but pitfalls ahead

n	 Ansy Wilks

The last-minute deal between Turkey, 
Sweden and Finland to clear the path for 
the Nordic countries’ NATO membership 
has been portrayed as Ankara firmly 
placing itself alongside its Western allies 
in the face of Russia’s aggression.
In recent years, debate has raged over 
whether Turkey is turning away from the 
West, fuelled by episodes such as Ankara’s 
acquisition of Russian missiles three 
years ago and, more recently, its refusal 
to join sanctions on Russia over its war in 
Ukraine.
When Turkey announced in May that it 
would veto Sweden and Finland’s NATO 
applications unless they met a string of 
demands, many saw it as further proof of 
Ankara’s reputation as a partner that was 
increasingly charting its own path within 
NATO.
But last week’s agreement – addressing 
Turkish concerns over the activities of 
groups it has designated as “terrorist” 
organisations in the Nordic states, 
extradition of suspects and removing 
restrictions on arms sales to Turkey – saw 
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan feted 
as a loyal and supportive ally at NATO’s 
Madrid summit.
“The agreement is a very positive and 
historic development for Turkey’s relations 
with Sweden and Finland and NATO as a 
whole,” said Ali Bakeer, assistant professor 
at Qatar University’s Ibn Khaldon Center 
for Humanities and Social Sciences.
“It shows Turkey’s commitment to 
support the unity and expansion of NATO 
… It’s a win-win situation and NATO 
emerges stronger as a collective security 
organisation vis-a-vis rising threats and 
Russia.”
Ankara joined NATO in 1952 during 

the alliance’s first wave of enlargement, 
having sent troops to fight under the 
United Nations banner in the Korean War 
two years earlier. At the time, Turkey and 
Norway were the only NATO states with 
land bordering the Soviet Union.
Turkey, which has the second-largest 
military in NATO after the United States, 
provided a vital southern flank to the 
alliance.
Potential problems ahead
Despite the positive reaction to the 
Turkey-Sweden-Finland agreement, there 
are signs enlargement could still throw up 
challenges for NATO.
Erdogan has signalled that Turkey could 
block the process if Sweden and Finland 
did not “fulfil [the] duties” outlined in 
the 10-article deal. The Nordic expansion 
must also be ratified by the parliaments of 
all 30 NATO members.
“Turkey got a lot of what it asked 
for but there are potential pitfalls for 
the ratification process,” said Ozgur 
Unluhisarcikli, director of the German 
Marshall Fund in Ankara.
“Turkey, Sweden and Finland are not 
on the same page when it comes to the 
definition of terrorism. Individuals who 
Turkey considers terrorists may be not 
considered so by Sweden and Finland and 
when Turkey requests their extradition this 
may still be refused.
“I can imagine Turkey further delaying 
the ratification process on the grounds that 
Sweden and Finland are not abiding by the 
written agreement … But, having said this, 
they’ve managed to kick the can down the 
road and maybe other solutions can be 
developed in the meanwhile.”
Turkish persuasion
Ankara has played a crucial part in 
avoiding a crisis within the alliance at a 
time when Europe is facing its greatest 

What is Putin's plan now 
Luhansk has fallen?

threat since the Cold War.
“The biggest win in this deal is the fact 
that there is no crisis in Turkey-NATO 
relations,” said Galip Dalay, associate 
fellow at Chatham House’s Middle East 
and North Africa Programme in London.
“If there had been no deal after this summit, 
which is perhaps the most significant 
summit in decades, that would have led to 
crisis. The fact that this crisis was averted 
is a major win for all sides in NATO.”
Having polished its standing within NATO, 
Turkey will now seek to persuade its allies 
over its view on “terrorism”, according to 
analysts.
The Nordic deal has seen Western countries 
recognise Ankara’s concerns over the 
Syrian Kurdish People’s Protection Units 

(YPG) for the first time. The group – 
instrumental in fighting ISIL (ISIS) as part 
of the US-led coalition in Syria – is tied 
to the Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK), 
which has waged an armed uprising 
against Turkey for 38 years.
Turkey is now likely to push other 
countries, which have largely maintained 
that the PKK and the YPG are separate 
entities, to adopt a similar position.
Turkey has pledged to repeat its 2019 
incursion into YPG-controlled northern 
Syria. The previous operation led to 
widespread Western condemnation and 
restrictions on defence sales to Ankara.
“Turkey will now expect Europe and the 
US not to criticise that [incursion] beyond 
lip service,” Unluhisarcikli said.

Dalay explained that Russia’s war in 
Ukraine would lead to further convergence 
between Turkey and its NATO allies. 
Turkey is the only NATO member in 
direct competition with Russia in Syria 
and Libya – a situation that creates unique 
security threats for Ankara.
“Russian revisionism has always driven 
Turkey closer towards the West,” Dalay 
said. “That was the case for the Ottoman 
Empire, that was the case when Turkey 
was applying to enter NATO and that’s the 
case today.
“But while Turkey will gradually converge 
with the West on geopolitical matters, it 
will try to do so in a manner that will not 
antagonise Russia.”
-AL Jazeera

US says Israeli shot ‘likely responsible’
for death of Abu Akleh

n	 Ansy Wilks

The US State Department has said that 
independent investigators could “not 
reach a definitive conclusion” regarding 
the origin of the bullet that killed Al 
Jazeera journalist Shireen Abu Akleh, but 
said Israeli military gunfire was “likely 
responsible” for her death.
“Ballistic experts determined the bullet 
was badly damaged, which prevented a 
clear conclusion,” according to a statement 
on Monday.
The US Security Coordinator, by 
summarising investigations by both Israel 
and the Palestinian Authority, also said on 
Monday that the detailed forensic analysis 
showed no reason to believe that the 
shooting was intentional.
Abu Akleh was shot in the head on May 11 
while covering an Israeli army raid on the 
Jenin refugee camp in the occupied West 
Bank, despite wearing a flak jacket and 
helmet clearly marked “PRESS”.
Palestinian officials, international rights 
groups and media outlets, carried out 
independent investigations that concluded 
that Abu Akleh was killed by the Israeli 
military.
The United Nations human rights office 

last month said that information it had 
gathered showed that the bullet that killed 
Abu Akleh was fired by Israeli forces. 
Several eyewitnesses said Israeli forces 
killed the Jerusalem-born Abu Akleh.

“What we do know is that the units that 
Israel sends to Jenin, the occupied city 
and refugee camp in the northern West 
Bank are not infantry or marines, it sends 
special forces,” said Marwan Bishara, 
senior political analyst at Al Jazeera. 
“Those special forces to put it bluntly, are 
assassination groups, assassination units 
from the Israeli army.”
A senior Palestinian official accused the 
United States of protecting Israel after the 
forensic examination failed to reach a firm 
conclusion on the origin of the bullet that 
killed Abu Akleh.
“The truth is clear but the US administration 
continues to stall in announcing it,” Wasel 
Abu Youssef, a member of the Executive 
Committee of the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO), told Reuters news 
agency. “We say Israel killed Shireen Abu 
Akleh and it has to be held responsible for 
the crime it has committed.”
Al Jazeera’s Mike Hanna, reporting 
from Washington, DC, said that the State 
Department’s statement on the shooting 

likely being unintentional “is a key issue” 
that will be widely questioned.
“There is no clear [finding] as to exactly 
what happened, and there is going to 
be pressure from the public, [and] from 
Congress, to actually push this further. To 
try and find some way in which a more 
definitive answer can be found,” he said.
“There is no clear definition of exactly 
what happened, why it happened, who did 
it.”
On Saturday, Akram al-Khatib, general 
prosecutor for the Palestinian Authority, 
said that officials had “agreed to transfer the 
bullet to the Americans for examination”.
However, conflicting reports over who 
would conduct the tests on the bullet 
emerged on Sunday, with an Israeli 
military spokesman telling Army Radio: 
“The test will not be American. The test 
will be an Israeli test, with an American 
presence throughout.”
Al Jazeera’s Stephanie Dekker said: 
“The Palestinians didn’t expect anything 
conclusive, certainly not accountability 
or justice when they heard that the bullet 
had been handed over to the Israelis to 
investigate even if the Americans were 
present – something the Palestinians have 
always said they didn’t want because they 
didn’t believe that it would be an unbiased 

and transparent investigation.”
The State Department statement came 
just weeks before an expected visit by US 
President Joe Biden to Israel and the West 
Bank.
“The US is trying to give the Palestinians 
something, to give the Israelis something 
in order to put the issue behind it before 
Biden visits the area,” Bishara said.

“This is sad because what everyone was 
expecting was the US administration to 
have the moral courage at this point in 
time to come out clean and to actually 
say clearly that the Israeli occupation is 
responsible for the killing of a journalist, 
our colleague Shireen Abu Akleh.”
“They just want to muddy the water.”
-Al Jazeera



The Villager The Villager 19

Nordic deal increases Turkish power 
in NATO, but pitfalls ahead

INTERNATIONAL

What is Putin's plan now 
Luhansk has fallen?

n	 Joe Inwood 

Once more, Russia advances. Once more, 
Ukraine pulls back.
The fierce and protracted battle that 
had been predicted for Lysychansk 
was avoided, according to the regional 
governor, by a strategic withdrawal.
Serhiy Haidai told me: "Russia currently 
has a huge advantage in artillery and 
ammunition. They would have simply 
destroyed it from a distance, so there was 
no point in staying."
That does seem to tally with Russian 
accounts of the capture of the city, 
seemingly moving in unopposed. Videos 
posted on social media on Sunday show 
Chechen fighters dancing in the central 
districts.
And well they might celebrate. The 
capture of Lysychansk means that Russia 
has essentially taken the entire Luhansk 
region, a key strategic aim of President 
Putin's invasion of Ukraine.
So, what does it mean both for the battle 
for the Donbas, but also the wider war?
Let's start from the Ukrainian perspective. 
For them, the crucial thing was to avoid 
an encirclement, as was seen in Mariupol. 
Although their defence of the southern 
port city did slow the Russian advance by 
many weeks, the end result was the killing 
or capture of thousands of the most capable 
soldiers in the Ukrainian army.
Ukraine wanted to avoid that at all costs.
In his nightly address, President Zelensky 
stated this explicitly. "We will rebuild the 
walls, we will regain the land, but people 
must be saved above all else," he told the 
nation.
Serhiy Haidai made exactly the same point, 
telling me: "Our troops have retreated 
to more fortified positions… We held 
the defence of Luhansk for five months. 
While that defence was holding, we were 
building new fortifications in the Donetsk 
region. Now the troops have gone there."
Writing a few hours after the fall of 
Lysychansk, presidential adviser Oleksiy 
Arestovych even went as far as calling the 
defence of Lysychansk-Severodonetsk "a 
successful military operation".
Given that the Russian flag now flies above 
both cities, that logic may seem a little 
perverse, but his point is that they were 
playing a long game, buying valuable time.
To understand this logic, you need to 
understand the importance of Western 
weapons to Ukraine's resistance. In short, 
without Nato supplies they would be in 
even greater trouble than they currently 
are.
The longer they can delay the Russian 
advance, the more advanced rocket and 
artillery systems they can bring to the fight. 
US-provided HIMARS, already in action, 
are said to radically alter the balance of the 
conflict. More time means more supplies, 
which in turn tips the scales in their favour, 
especially given that sanctions mean 
Russia is struggling to replace its spent 
hardware and ammunition.
Now for the Russian perspective. 
Their stated aim is the capture, they 
say "liberation", of the Donbas. Taking 
Luhansk brings that one step closer.
Indeed, its significance was highlighted by 
President Putin today, when he made the 
commanders of the offensive "Heroes of 
Russia", the Federation's highest possible 
award.
But what next? It seems almost certain 
that they will push on to try to take the 
rest of the Donbas, especially the cities of 

Sloviansk and Kramatorsk - both of which 
were shelled in recent days. Sloviansk is 
said to hold particular significance to the 
separatist movement, being the site of the 
first uprisings in 2014.
Beyond that the wider Russian strategy is 
not clear. Much will depend on the state 
of their forces if - when - they take the 
Donbas.
President Putin tacitly acknowledged this 
today, saying: "The units that took part in 
active hostilities and achieved success and 
victory in the Luhansk direction should 
certainly rest and increase their combat 
capabilities."
If they are still making rapid advances 
they could continue their push to take the 
entire south of Ukraine, up to and maybe 
even including the major city of Dnipro or 
beyond.
If, however, they are as exhausted as many 
analysts predict, and as Putin hinted, it is 
conceivable they will declare an end to 
the "special military operation", Russia's 
euphemistic phrase for this full scale war.
They might hope a unilateral ceasefire 
would take some steam out of the 
international support for Ukraine, with 
some, perhaps France and Germany, 
pushing for peace.
Ukraine would no doubt continue the fight, 
but without a steady stream of weaponry 
it could be that the frontline becomes a 
frozen conflict, much like it did between 
2014 and 2022. That would suit Russia, 
keeping its neighbour in a state of turmoil 
and unrest.
For now, none of this is certain, with 
both sides claiming they have the upper 
hand. Indeed, it is worth noting that 
while Ukraine is on the back foot in the 
Donbas, they have had recent successes, 
most notably retaking Snake Island, where 
today the blue and yellow flag was once 
again raised.
The only thing of which we can be sure 
- this war will not be over any time soon, 
with the people of the Donetsk region set 
to be the next to suffer its consequences.
-BBC

US says Israeli shot ‘likely responsible’
for death of Abu Akleh
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2021 Volvo XC40 Yearlong Review Verdict: 
Wild Beginnings and Good Karma

n	 Erick Ayapana

The incident with the deer and our 2021 Volvo 
XC40 could've been a bad omen. It all started 
just a few days after we took delivery of our 
sparkly blue XC40, during its maiden road trip 
to Central California's wine country. We came 
for the wine but had an unfortunate pairing with 
the wildlife when a deer darted onto the road and 
rammed into the side of our XC40. The damage 
was light—just to the fender and door—but it 
isn't a good sign if you're the superstitious type.
Thankfully, our tough little Volvo was as good 
as new after a few weeks in the body shop. 
And we're optimistic the deer made a speedy 
recovery, too, because karma blessed us with 
15 months and 20,314 miles of trouble-free 
ownership. It was plenty of time for us to 
figure out our XC40's pros and cons, which we 
determined after countless errands and many 
road trips, including a couple jaunts to Arizona, 
the Bay Area, and other parts of California.
The XC40 may be Volvo's tiniest crossover, but 
there was unanimous praise among our staff for 
its interior packaging and space. Our XC40's 
returned to Central California's wine country 
with another editor who easily stuffed the rear 
cargo area with luggage for two and copious 
cases of wine. We discovered the XC40 could 
also accommodate a bike (without taking the 
front wheel off), and we have no doubt it could 
haul deer-sized roadkill. We were also dazzled 
by the clever storage solutions, including 
numerous hooks for grocery bags, deep bins 
below the rear cargo floor, cavernous door 
pockets large enough for thick Hydro Flasks, 
and a cute trash bin in the center console. What 
wasn't cute was the staffer who forgot to take out 
the trash. The search for the culprit continues.

Overall, our Volvo's interior held up extremely 
well. No squeaks or rattles to report, nor any 
funky stains or discolorations on the black 
leather and suede. We had concerns about the 
piano black trim, but we're happy to report 
you'd have to look hard for any noticeable scuffs 
(Mazda, please take note).
Given the XC40's short wheelbase and our car's 
R-Design package (stiffer suspension and larger 
19-inch wheels), we were pleasantly surprised 
by the smooth ride quality, including the rough 
roads in and around Los Angeles. That the 
XC40 was relatively fun to toss around was 
icing on the cake. The 248-hp turbocharged 
2.0-liter inline-four proved to be peppy enough 
to dart around the city or comfortably overtake 
big rigs on the highway. The eight-speed 
automatic gearbox was good, too, always alert 
for downshifts and smooth with the upshifts. 
We were less impressed, however, by the 
SUV's 23.8-mpg average during its stay with 
us, especially considering it saw fewer city and 
stop-and-go traffic miles than usual (due to the 
pandemic). The EPA rates the XC40 at 22/30/25 

mpg city/highway/combined. And some staffers 
wished for better noise isolation during hard 
acceleration and noticed faint whistles from the 
turbo.
The remaining items on our cons list are mostly 
nitpicks. Staffers were split with the XC40's 
steering feel (too vague, said some) and its 
rough stop/start system (which, thankfully, can 
be defeated). And there were mixed opinions 
regarding the Pilot Assist system, which one 
editor criticized for jerky steering inputs and 
aggressive braking. Despite the wonky driver 
assist system, it's comforting to know that 
the XC40 received high marks on safety tests 
conducted by both the NHTSA and IIHS.
There were no complaints when it came to 
maintenance. Our XC40 only required one 
service visit for an oil change, which didn't 
cost us a penny thanks to complimentary 
maintenance for three years or 36,000 miles. 
This is a nice perk you won't get with some 
luxury automakers like Mercedes-Benz. Our 
previous long-term Mercedes GLC300 (and 
winner of our 2017 SUV of the Year award), for 
example, is a tad larger than the XC40 but is 
also powered by a turbocharged I-4. Meanwhile, 
we spent for three service visits with our 2019 
Acura RDX (over 25,169 miles) and zero on our 
2020 BMW 228i Gran Coupe for one visit since 
the German brand also includes complimentary 
maintenance.
We started our 15-month journey with the XC40 
wondering if it had what it takes to stand out, 
especially among the strong German brands. 
Thanks to its quirky styling, attention to detail, 
spacious interior, and excellent ride quality, the 
XC40 solidified its place among our top picks in 
the subcompact luxury crossover segment that's 
flush with competitive choices.
-Motor Trend
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England midfielder signs for 
Manchester City on six-year deal

n	 Jonathan Jurejko

Manchester City have signed Leeds United 
midfielder Kalvin Phillips for £45m.
The 26-year-old England international has 
signed a six-year deal with the Premier 
League champions.
He becomes Pep Guardiola's third summer 
signing after the arrivals of Erling Haaland 
and Stefan Ortega Moreno.
"I am absolutely delighted to have joined 
Manchester City. City have again proved 
to be the best team in the country," Phillips 
said. Phillips, who made 235 appearances 
over eight seasons at Elland Road, still had 
two years left on his Leeds deal.
He said City have "an amazing squad and 
a manager in Pep Guardiola who is rightly 
considered to be the finest in the world".
He added: "To be able to play under Pep 
and learn from him and his coaching staff 
as well as be part of such a fantastic squad 
is a prospect that I am incredibly excited 
about." Phillips made his international 
debut in September 2020 and was named 
England men's Player of the Year for 
2020-21, having played every game at the 
delayed Euro 2020 tournament.
A key player under former boss Marcelo 
Bielsa, Phillips played 37 times in the 
Championship during the 2019-20 season 
when Leeds were promoted to the Premier 
League after 16 years away.
He spent a lengthy period on the sidelines 
last season due to a hamstring injury, 
making just 20 league appearances.
City's director of football Txiki Begiristain 
added: "His reading of the game, alongside 
his passing ability, energy and drive make 
him a formidable talent and he is a player 
who has a fantastic will to win.

"We feel he will be a superb addition to 
our squad and that he will complement our 
game perfectly."
'You gave me everything'
Phillips wrote an open letter to Leeds and 
its fans after his departure was confirmed, 
giving particular praise to ex-boss Bielsa.
"I cannot mention Leeds without 
mentioning one special person - Marcelo," 
Phillips wrote. "The best manager I have 
ever come across. He is the man that 
gave the club life, he gave the players and 
everyone involved in the club the belief we 
were good enough to return to the Premier 
League after 16 years.
"Not only did you give the club everything 
but you also gave me everything I needed 
to become the person I am today on and 
off the field."
He also hailed new manager Jesse Marsch 
as an "unbelievable" boss and an "even 
better person". Phillips added he hoped 
fans understood his decision to leave in 
order to "chase his dreams", saying: "As a 
young kid I had so many dreams and still 
do... but playing for you was the one I will 
never forget". Leeds sign Gyabi from City
In a separate deal, Leeds United have 
signed Man City youngster Darko Gyabi 
on a four-year deal for an undisclosed fee.
The 18-year-old central midfielder helped 
City's U18s to the Premier League North 
title in the 2020/21 campaign after 
graduating from Millwall's academy in 
2018. He played for City's U23s side 
last season, making 10 appearances and 
scoring one goal.
Gyabi has won 12 caps for England's youth 
teams and becomes Leeds' fourth summer 
signing following Brenden Aaronson, 
Rasmus Kristensen and Marc Roca.
-BBC

WAFCON 2022: Kgatlana relishing 
high-profile clash with Nigeria

South Africa striker Thembi Kgatlana says 
Monday's Women's Africa Cup of Nations 
(WAFCON) match against reigning 
champions Nigeria will provide a major 
boost for women's football in Africa.
The finalists at the last WAFCON both 
begin their Group C campaigns in Rabat 
on Monday when facing one another in a 
repeat of the last final, in 2018.
As so often before, Nigeria's Super Falcons 
won that match, albeit needing a penalty 
shoot-out to do so, to clinch the title, their 
ninth overall.
With a host of stars in action, such as 
Nigeria's Asisat Oshoala and Kgatlana, 
who plays for Atletico Madrid, the 
26-year-old believes Monday's match will 
be a showpiece event.
"It's good for women's football because 
even outside Africa, we know a lot of 
people are going to be watching that 
match," Kgatlana told BBC Sport Africa.
"We have a lot of players in Nigeria 
playing in Atleti and in Barcelona, and in 
South Africa we have players in AC Milan 
and in a lot of big leagues, so it's going to 
be attracting a lot of attention.
"It's going to create a good impact on 
women's football, not only in Africa, but 
in the world as well. I think that's what we 
need for African women's football."
Both top scorer and player of the 
tournament at the WAFCON in 2018, a year 

when she was named the Confederation of 
African Football's women's player of the 
year, Kgatlana is aware of the challenge 
presented by Monday's opponents.
Nigeria have won a record nine titles since 
the WAFCON began in 1998, with South 
Africa having lost four finals - including 
two to the Super Falcons themselves.
The teams met at this stage of the 2018 
tournament, with South Africa gaining 
a rare victory over their opponents, who 
avenged that defeat in the final in the 
Ghanaian capital Accra.
"It's going to be a big bite to chew," said 
Kgatlana when asked if South Africa can 
win it.
"We cannot avoid the fact that Nigeria 
are the reigning champions and they've 
experience when it comes to this 
tournament.
"Nigeria have proved to be the top team 
and I don't recall any other [African] 
country beating Nigeria, besides South 
Africa.
"To play the first match, everyone knows 
that that's going to be a highly-anticipated 
match."
South Africa inflicted defeat on the Super 
Falcons in last year's Aisha Buhari Cup in 
Nigeria, winning 4-2, in a result that can 
boost the team's confidence, even if coach 
Desiree Ellis played down its importance 
on Sunday when saying it counted for 

little.
Development boost
Kgatlana believes that the West Africans, 
who have won all but two of the 
WAFCONS ever played (in 2008 and 
2012), have benefited from sending many 
players to Under-17 and Under-20 World 
Cups.
"I think if a lot of countries can work on 
doing this, this model would be the perfect 
one to help senior teams."
In 2019, South Africa launched a new 
women's league - with a major sponsor 
- which Kgatlana believes will greatly 
develop the next generation of footballers 
in her country.
"Having the league is helping us because 
the problem we had before was that we 
had a couple of players playing in Europe 
- playing at a top level and so being 
mentally-built - but then the struggle was 
the gap to the local players.
"The local based players did not have 
proper training every day, did not play 
week in week out, so didn't know what it 
takes to play at the top level.
"For them now to have the league to travel 
every weekend and put a lot of emphasis 
on playing football builds mentality - I 
don't think we are in a place where we 
need to fear anything more."
"This is the most confident I've been in 
women's football in South Africa."
-BBC
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Charles Leclerc insists he has not 
lost confidence in Ferrari

n	 Andrew Benson

Charles Leclerc insists he has not lost 
confidence in his Ferrari team after he lost 
victory in the British Grand Prix because 
of a questionable strategy call.
But when asked how concerning it was 
for his championship hopes that the team 
keeps making mistakes, he said: "It's not 
good. I have to say that I feel like I'm 
showing that every race it's not affecting 
me too much. But I would rather not have 
these problems." Leclerc's misfortune 
at Silverstone was to the advantage of 
his team-mate Carlos Sainz, a popular, 
likeable, thoughtful and top-drawer driver 
who took a long-overdue maiden victory.
Leclerc and Sainz genuinely get on, and 
Ferrari's leading driver said it was "an 
important point" that his partner had finally 
broken his duck at the 150th attempt.
"As much as I am disappointed on my 
side," Leclerc said, "I don't think this 
should be a headline on what is an amazing 
first victory on Carlos.
"It's a dream come true. Whenever you are 
a child, you dream of this moment, and 
especially with Ferrari. He needs to enjoy, 
it's his day, and hopefully next time it will 
be my day."
It was a magnanimous response that said 
a lot about both the sort of man Leclerc is, 

and the collective team spirit at Ferrari.
But as the British Grand Prix unfolded, 
and Ferrari made a series of decisions that 
would have been unexpected - perhaps 
even unimaginable - if their rivals Red 
Bull had been in the same position, many 
people were asking themselves whether 
Ferrari had their priorities straight.
Their main rival, Red Bull's Max 
Verstappen, had a rare difficult race, his car 
disabled by damage caused after running 
over debris.
But Leclerc gained only six points on his 
rival, a figure that could and arguably 
should have been 19.
So instead of reducing the gap to 
Verstappen to 30 points - not much more 
than one clear victory - it is 43, or almost 
two. Leclerc might not want Ferrari's 
decision-making to be a headline, but 
there is no way that it cannot be after what 
happened at Silverstone, where they made 
a series of calls that caused more than one 
observer to remark that it looked like they 
were actively trying to lose Leclerc the 
race and the championship.
At this point, one should rewind a little, 
and recall the context for the race.
On Thursday, Leclerc arrived at Silverstone 
saying he needed a "perfect weekend" and 
a run of four good results to take him and 
Ferrari into the summer break.

He was referring to a brutal run for him 
in recent events that had turned a 43-point 
lead over Verstappen after the first three 
races of the season, into a 49-point deficit 
after just six further grands prix.
This included two engine failures while 
leading in Spain and Azerbaijan; a strategy 
foul-up that turned a win into fourth place 
in Monaco; a start from the back of the 
grid in Canada as a result of a penalty for 
using too many engines already; and a spin 
from Leclerc at Imola that dropped him 
from third to sixth.
But Silverstone was not a "perfect 
weekend". Far from it.
Sainz took a superb maiden pole position 
in treacherous wet conditions in qualifying, 
after a spin from Leclerc at high speed at 
Chapel, which also happened to torpedo 
Verstappen's own final attempt.
In the race, though, Ferrari were gifted a 
golden opportunity. Verstappen had just 
taken the lead from Sainz, and was looking 
to take control of yet another race, when he 
ran over a piece of debris left by a collision 
between the two cars of the sister Alpha 
Tauri team. It tore a hole in his car's floor, 
and took him out of contention.
That left Sainz in the lead, with Leclerc 
right behind, clearly faster, despite a front 
wing missing an endplate, costing him 
downforce, after a first-lap battle with the 

second Red Bull of Sergio Perez.
The Ferraris, held back to Sainz's pace 
as he struggled with excessive front 
tyre wear through the fast corners, then 
began to come under pressure from Lewis 
Hamilton's rejuvenated Mercedes. And 
Leclerc began to question what was going 
on. "What do I need to do?" he asked. 
"This is messing up my race." Except he 
didn't say "messing".
Why did Ferrari not let Leclerc past to see 
if he maximise his pace, many wondered?
They began to ask Sainz to speed up. He 
tried, but still Hamilton closed in, and 
eventually they called him in for what at 
the time was planned to be his only pit 
stop.
Leclerc stayed out, but still Hamilton 
closed in, so Ferrari called Leclerc in five 
laps after Sainz, and he rejoined right 
behind the Spaniard. Again he was being 
held up.
Ferrari told Leclerc he was free to race. 
Then they asked Sainz to speed up to a 
specific lap time. And finally, when he 
could not do the pace requested, they 
ordered the drivers to swap, six laps after 
Leclerc's pit stop.
That should have been the race won for 
Leclerc. He was able to match Hamilton's 
lap times after the Mercedes driver's later 
stop, and the final laps would have been 
about Sainz trying to hold off Hamilton for 
second.
But then the safety car was deployed and 
Ferrari made the call that lost Leclerc the 
race.
They left him out on his used hard tyres, 
but pitted Sainz for fresh softs, a decision 
made by all the other leading teams with 
their drivers.
It left Leclerc a sitting duck - Sainz said 
he knew it would be "easy" to pass him at 
the restart. Leclerc drove superbly to fight 
with Perez and Hamilton on their fresh 
tyres for as long as he did - including a 
quiet brilliant overtaking move to briefly 
reclaim third from Hamilton around the 
outside of Copse corner - before finally 
succumbing to the inevitable.
He had so little grip by the end, that he was 
struggling to hold off Fernando Alonso's 
Alpine, a car that is more than a second 
a lap slower than the Ferrari in equal 
conditions.
Why did Ferrari do it?
Afterwards, Leclerc did what he usually 
does in such situations and said he would 
need to analyse what happened with the 
team.
Team boss Mattia Binotto defended 

Ferrari's decision-making.
"The decisions we took were the right and 
proper ones at each time," he said. "Should 
we stop Charles at the safety car, maybe is 
the only one we may question.
"If we would have stopped, maybe the 
others would have stayed out and he 
would have been fourth on soft tyres but 
other cars ahead. Would he have recovered 
position? I am not sure.
"It is always easy to say we could have 
done differently, yes. We had once again a 
safety car at the wrong moment when we 
were comfortably leading the race. That's 
the point."
Why did they pit Sainz and not Leclerc at 
the safety car?
"We thought that there was not sufficient 
gap to stop both of them because the 
second would have lost time and fallen 
back," Binotto said.
"Why stop Carlos? Because Charles had 
track position so would remain leading, 
because his tyres were fresher compared to 
Carlos', he had six or seven laps less (on 
them). And Carlos by stopping and being 
second he would protect (him) in at least 
the first couple of corners.
"We were hoping for more tyre degradation 
on the soft to give maybe Charles a difficult 
three or four laps and then recover later on, 
but the soft did not degrade as we were 
hoping." As for not choosing to let Leclerc 
past Sainz earlier, Binotto said they always 
had an eye on Hamilton's position and 
made sure they reacted in time.
What did Red Bull think?
Ferrari's decisions reflect a different way 
of running a team compared to Red Bull. 
They continue to insist that both drivers 
are free to race, and they prefer not to 
impose team orders at this stage of the 
season when they are disputing the lead.
Binotto has drummed into Leclerc and 
Sainz that Ferrari comes first - and the 
drivers' interests are secondary.
"I know the team is in front of and above 
my personal interests," Sainz said, "and I 
had that same philosophy when I overtook 
Charles, when I overtook him back.
"That's why I think we are managing well, 
we are getting on well, and today is a good 
example that we managed a good race. We 
had the two cars first and second, before 
the safety car."
Over at Red Bull, meanwhile, there are no 
doubts about who is their championship 
focus, and team boss Christian Horner 
more or less admitted they would not have 
made the same calls.
"Every team is different," he said. "I 
suppose the call I understood least was not 
to pit both cars - or certainly Charles - for 
the soft tyre."
The question hanging over Ferrari is 
whether their attempts to foster team spirit 
in this way have harmed their first chance 
to win the title since 2018.
"On a day where we had two cars that were 
not in good shape at different points of the 
race," Horner said, "Sergio has extended 
his lead over Charles, consolidating second 
(in the championship) and Max has only 
conceded six points. It could have been a 
lot worse than that."
Or as Verstappen put it, after battling to 
seventh in a car that had lost what Horner 
said was about 20% of its downforce: 
"Quite a lot of damage limitation today."
The battle is rejoined in Austria this 
weekend. Leclerc says he is "looking 
forward to it".
"We are strong everywhere," he said. "We 
just need to put everything together."
This championship was already looking 
a long shot for Leclerc after his recent 
run. Sunday was a golden opportunity for 
Ferrari to make amends. Will they come to 
regret not taking it?
-BBC


